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‘The House That Ruth Bult 
Turns Seventy Five 
\ 4 


America’s 
village 

is waiting 
for you! 


(COOPERSTOWN 


+ 


Cooperstown 
/ is America’s village 
...the only place where 
you can enjoy the best in , 
sports, culture, history, and 
spectacular natural beauty, 
Here’s just some of what’s 
waiting for you! 


© The National Baseball Hall of Fame, 
the world’s most famous sports museum. 

* Fenimore House Museum, featuring the legendary 
‘Thaw Collection of American Indian Art. 

¢ The Farmers’ Museum, an open-air journey 
back in time, complete with rare animal breeds. 

© The Otesaga Resort Hotel — a four-star experience, 
and home to the incomparable Leatherstocking 
Golf Course. 

© Glimmerglass Opera, the critically-acclaimed, 
world class performance center, 
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Call Toll-Free 1-888-875-2969 x 208 for a Cooperstown Getaway brochure, 
or visit us on the world wide web at WWW. discovercooperstown.net 
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A WINNING COMBINATION 


THE 3-STRIPE COMPANY IS PROUD TO BECOME A PART OF PINSTRIPE TRADITION 


a. 


principal ‘owner George Steinbrenner 

PACE 8 surpasses 25 years as head of the Yankees. 
See how the man they call "The Boss" has 
become one of the most successful and most 
famous owners in professional sports today. 


By-Tim Wood ; 
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As The House That Ruth Built turns 75, 
” take a look back; in words and pictures, y 
at the glorious faa ‘of the most Storied | 


By Michael Gershman 


°98 PREVIEW 


Find outwho's new, Who's improved and 
=who's coming back strong in"98: Plus»see: 
= who's close:to hitting milestones this year. 


PAGE 26 By Dan Cahalane = 


3-45. 
Paul O'Neill, Bernie Williams and Tino 
v Martinez arevall stars in today's game, but 
consider th lectively-and the nufhbers 
ems are even more.impressive. Find out How this 
: PAGE 74 triple threat Fanks against thegill-time ofeatest. 
trios» 
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COACHING STAFF. 3. . 
THE PLAYERS ...... 
YANKEES FAMILY;ALBUM §j 
YANKEES IN THE COMMUNITY. 
| PLAYER DEVELOPMENT, 
COLUMBUS; Churres 
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GREENSBORO BATS”... 
ONEONTA YANKEES” 5. 
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YANKEES BROADCASTERS « . . 2 

YANKEES SPECIAL Days”... 6. "101 
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We're proud to support 
another great team 


that wears pinstripes 
to the office. 


Though our offices may be different from the Yankees’, we know that no team 


achieves success without dedication, determination and desire. It is this unwavering 


pursuit of excellence that we at Fleet constantly admire and continually support. 


Fleet 


Ready When You Are 


Ready When You Are is a service mark and Fleet is a registered mark of Fleet Financial Group, Inc. Fleet Bank is a Member FDIC. ©1998 Fleet Financial 
Group, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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GEORGE M. STEINBRENNER STEPHEN W. SWINDAL 
Principal Owner General Partner 


LONN A. TROST BRIAN CASHMAN, 
Executive Vice President, General Manager 
General Counsel 
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“THE BOSS" AT THE QUARTER MARK 


For 25 years, when you talk about the Yankees, the conversation starts with George Steinbrenner. 


BY TIM wOOoOD 


hen Gallup, the company famed for its polls, wanted to 
find out who the most recognizable Americans were 
back in 1995, the results turned out to be a bit 
surprising. Sure, there was President and First Lady Clinton at 
the top of the list, and there was Donald Trump. Yet, not too far 
down the list was a man that few Americans knew just 25 years 
ago. George Michael Steinbrenner III had well over 10 percent 
of the vote — quite a feat for an owner of a baseball team; even 
if that team is the Yankees. 
Then again, from the minute New 
York fans met this brash, yet 
ever-successful man in 
1973, one of the 
greatest love-hate 
felationships in all of 
professional 
Sports was born. 
Now, the man 
respecttully 
deemed “The 
Boss,” is 
Celebrating his 
25th year as owner 
‘of the Yankees, the 
longest reign of any 
Yankees owner in 
history — 
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surpassing Colonel Jacob Ruppert's 24 years beginning in 
1915. 

In that quarter century, the Cleveland shipbuilder-turned- 
popular culture icon has transformed a struggling giant back 
into the greatest franchise in sports. Three World 
Championships and more wins than any other team in his 25 
years are the most impressive parts of the resume. With his in- 
your-face style, he has become the man to blame when 
anything goes awry in Yankeeland. Yet, in today's changing 
landscape of sports — where even the mightiest dynasties 
haven't been able to keep up with the economics of the game 
— he is the biggest reason the Yankees’ winning tradition has 
survived and thrived well ahead into the ‘90s. 

Steinbrenner was just 42 when he put together an ownership 
group to buy the Yankees from CBS in 1973 for just $10 million, 
and when he blew into the Big Apple, he promised, “I'm going 
to stick to building ships.” Yet, given the reigns of the most 
storied team in all of sports, could you blame him for getting 
involved? 

Through his zest for winning and his up-front reproach for 
anything less than the maximum effort, Steinbrenner became 
the reporters’ best friend, the best quote in town, and as a 
re: 


It, the easiest target for fans. 

He is a very loyal person, one who is hard-charging, full of 
energy and constantly going in different directions. 

Those directions include owning hotel and resort properties 
in the Sunshine State, serving as chairman of the United States 
Olympic Foundation and the Florida State Fair Authority, and 
breeding race horses at his Kinsman Horse Farm in Ocala, 
Florida. Yet, as dedicated as he is to every project he ever 
gets involved with, his first and foremost love is his 
Yankees. 

He is a man tailor-made for New York; hard- 
nosed and iron-fisted yet passionate and 
unrelenting in the pursuit of bringing a 
winner to the Stadium year after year at any 
Cost. His pursuit of the likes of Catfish 
Hunter, Reggie Jackson, David Cone 
and most recently, Chuck Knoblauch 
may make fellow owners furious (and 
jealous), but the fans always know that 
if there is a player needed to put the 
Yanks over the top, this owner will 
always get his man. 


Ju Wooo is 


water, 


[ce Colel 
water 


here. 
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Beyond all, he is the most ardent defender of the tradition his 
franchise has built. Like any other owner and businessman, he 
is concerned with cutting losses and building profit — the fact 
that his efforts have resulted in a 50-fold increase in the team’s 
worth is testimony to that. Yet, history and loyalty have never 
been sacrificed for dollars. 

He would never dream of changing the uniform, getting rid of 
Bob Sheppard or Eddie Layton, or altering the logos. He views 
the Yankees legends as sacred — he had brought Roger Maris 
back from exile and kept Mel Allen, the voice of the earlier 
Yankees dynasty, a part of the Yankees family until his death. 
From DiMaggio, Mantle and Rizzuto to Reggie and Donnie, he 
treasures his relationships with the cornerstones of the 
franchise. Yet, he has seamlessly melded new traditions, like 
playing Sinatra's "New York, New York" after a Stadium victory, 
into the fabric of the team. Steinbrenner's latest project is to 
renovate the Yankee clubhouse — yes, there will be big-screen 


True to the tradition of the Yankees’ earlier owners like 
Ruppert, Steinbrenner is a master tactician of the press and the 
ever-growing PR animal that is New York. His zest for the 
business, the city and his ability to draw a crowd with his mere 
presence have thrust him into the national spotlight. America 
can't get enough of unique personalities, and Steinbrenner 
definitely fits that description. Now, as he approaches 70, his 
pop-icon status just continues to grow, perhaps because in his 
old age, Steinbrenner has increasingly shown the ability to poke 
fun at himself, He has made countless commercials, provided 
self-effacing laughs as a guest host of "Saturday Night Live,” 
and was a regular as George Costanza's boss on “Seinfeld” 
(even though he never actually appeared on the show, his 
association with the hit has made him quite hip with his 10 
grandchildren), 

Even though his motto has always been “work, work, work,” 
as he has passed the quarter-century mark with the team, 


ALWAYS THE BOSS: (L to R) Steinbrenner meets with Ralph Houk, Gabe Paul, Lee MacPhail amd Michael Burke to prepare 


for the '73 season, his first as own: 


Celebrating his first World Championship wi 


orchestra; Suited up for a trot around the oval; Holding court with the New York writers. 


Vs and all the modern amenities the newer stadiums offer their 
players. Yet, even here, Steinbrenner has added his own touch 
of class — each locker will have as it's facing, a replica of the 
most famous architectural accent in sports, the Stadium facade. 
Further, he has honored the new heroes that evolved during 
his tenure. Give your all for the team, display respect for the 
game and the standard of sportsmanship the Yankees 
represent, and you will earn respect from Steinbrenner, There is 
no greater example of this ethic than the late Thurman Munson. 
"We still have a locker at the Stadium with number 15 on it 
and inside is his uniform,” Steinbrenner said. 
and it's never to be touched. When new players come in, they 
are taught to respect that locker. Thurman led by example and 
was a hard worker and | want the players to learn that quality.” 
A former football coach himself, Steinbrenner is constantly on 
the lookout for what he describes as “the warrior mentality.” 
“Thurman had it, Donnie had it and now guys like Paul O'Neill 
display it. They are warriors — they don't stop until they have 
achieved their goals. | love that. | always want a clubhouse full 
of those type of players.” 


it's never opened 


Steinbrenner has recently allowed himself some time for 
retrospection. 

I'm not totally happy with everything I've done, but on the 
balance, |'l| stand on the record,” he says, “But | think | am to 
the point where it's not too far off where | see myself in another 
tole.” He cherishes his role as a grandfather and is looking 
forward to spending more time with his family and his horses. 
Yet, it's hard to envision this warrior fading quietly into the 
background. 

If we've learned anything in 25 years, it's that if there's a 
chance for a Yankees victory, Steinbrenner will always be there. 


THE WINNING WAYS 


The Yankees have the best winning percentage in baseball 
over George Steinbrenner's 25 years as owner. 


TEAM w L PCT 
YANKEES 2,131 1,788 544 
Dodgers 21 1,818 537 
Orioles 2,096 1,818 536 
Reds 2,094 1,832 533 
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ver four decades 

in professional 

baseball, Joseph 
Paul Torre can reflect 
sanguinely on a myriad of 
experiences and emotions. His 
losses have defined his career 
as a player and manager as 
succinctly as the victories and 
accomplishments, of which 
there are many, 

Win, lose or draw, he 
remains the consummate 
professional, intensely loyal to 
his players and always on an 
even keel throughout the highs 
and lows, Entering his third 
season as the Yankees’ 
skipper, the 57-year-old has 
been there and done that more 


than once. He is hard to ruffle, 


and in New York, that is a 


good thing 


Torre can point to the 1997 
season as a glass that was 
either half empty or half filed 


Although his club did not 


collect a 


second consecutive 


World Championship, they did 


win 96 games, the hig 


victory total in his 1 


managerial car 
focused without a 
look to 1998 v 


promise and write off last 


th great 
season as yesterday's news, 
New Yorkers are especially 
proud of the Brooklyn native, 
and rightly so, After a stellar 
17-year playing career that 


included an MVP A\ nd 


nine All-Star Game 
appearances, Torre turned his 
attention to the broadcast 
booth for 


seasons bel 


returning to baseball as a 
manager. Although he 

struggled over 
80 


ling a 


4 won-loss mark in 


stints with the Mets, Br: 


‘ardinals, Torre did staff anda 


of the Year honors in 1992 while Torre and his 


ipt in 1998, but there are 


tide 


leading Atlanta to a div 
> finish for the 


success was not imme 


determination and fierce 


= 


competitiveness prevailed eason in 
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fever aswash-buckling Yankees of his generation as baseman. He often led by ‘Torre's coaching staff, A.276 
attitude was brought to he gave his fans plenty of example, leaving his more _ifetime hitter with six AllStar 
the third-base coaching reasons to cheer over his 18- talkative teammates to pump Games to his credit, 
line, then it is Willie Randolph year playing career that up the volume while he Randolph is forever the 
who has perfected the form. _ included stops in Los produced with a quiet teacher. Whether talking 
Never one to keep his foot off Angeles, Oakland, Milwaukee — confidence that belied his technique with an infielder or 
the gas pedal, the Yankees’ and Shea Stadium. He helped youth strategizing at third, he has 
coach at the hot corner has _lead the Bronx Bombers to The 43-year-old enters his displayed all the potential of a 
redefined the word two World Series titles and ‘fifth season as the Yankees’ future major league manager. 
aggressiveness and Yankee four American League titles _ third base coach and brings 2 
fans love his style. as their stalwart second 


th of knowledge to Joe 
Randolph is regarded as 
cone of the most popular 


MEL STOTTLEMYRE 


eis the epitome winning nine games and 


HT RD COVA, CoH 


coaching ca 


er alter coaches. He played an 


of Yankee grace helping the Yani foving pitching itegral role in the Mets’ 1986 
and class and their 29th American League _instructor for the Seattle World Series title, molding a 


he's got a few pitching pennant. Mariners organization and staff that was a dominant 
credentials to boot. He earned 164 major te the NL. Ten 


Stottlemyre sh 


ina 


vedearly league 


in his 11-year Yankee career Yankee uniform, and was at 


that he was a Keeper anda _hiis best during the Yankees, as his staff helped 


prospect that would blossom seasons winning 21 and 20 pave the way to the Yankees’ 


23 


into greatness. Thrown into games, respectively. The five- lorld Championship. 


the middle of the 1964 time All-Star began his 


pennant race, the righty 
showed his guts and guile by 


DON 


hances are if you leaguer in the Brooklyn 


persuasive 


see Don Zimmer Dodgers farm system and has Award. pitchman. 


siting in a dugout, spanned 50 years leading o Sur Beginning his third season 
he’s telling a baseball story. his integral role had few in Pinstripes, Zimmer remains 
And what a story he can tell, Yanks 8 ital component o the 


One of the great ambassa- career ended in coaching staff as the day he 


dors of the sport, the Yankees’ embarked on a coaching 


signed on. And while the 67- 
bench coach has beena —- managing career that 


uiding force and the right-.included 


hand man to manager Joe with the 89 Chicago Ci better story in 


sseball than 


Torre since arriving in 1996. that earned him the Ni ‘a ce ten tare 
Zimmer's baseball odyssey 


began in 1949 as a minor 


thletes are in the _ linked to the home run that 
began a Pinstripe run of glory. 


The first baseman’s blast in 


precarious 
position of 

having one singular moment 

define their entire career. 


the ninth inning of Game Five 
of the 1976 American League 


While that one instant can Championship Series cat- 
become an albatross for a apulted the Bronx Bombers 
lifetime, other times it can be into the World Series and 


a blessing from above. Just Chambliss into Yankee lore. 
ask Chris Chambliss. 


In his third season as the 


Defining the hitting coach's 
career by one at-bat would 
Yankees’ batting coach 
Chambliss will forever be 


ry 
ONY 
lony Cloninger minors and 12 in the majors 
may be the man —_ as a feisty pitcher, that's a 
behind the welcomed challenge. 
scenes, but that does not 
make his role as bullpen 


Ironically it was the 67-year 


old's offensive prowess one 


coach any less important. afternoon, not his arm, that 


tole 


And as the relief pitchers role garnered him 


in baseball steadily increases, attention 
so does Cloninger’s 


responsibilities with the 


The former hurler still holds 


the major le 
Yankees most RBI in a game by a 
But for someone who 


survived four years in the 


on 
te) 


f r OO 
| 


short-change his contributions his second stint as a Yankee 
tothe game asa player and coach. His first season was in 
coach, The consummate 1988. Chambliss also worked 
teacher, Chambliss teaches _as the St. Louis Cardinals’ 
with @ quiet demeanor, yet his hitting instructor from 1993-95 
words carry the weight of a under then- manager Joe Torre: 
thundering home run. His 16- Chambliss’ home run may 
years in the majors and 185- have been a blast from the 
career homers give him much past, but Yankee fans are 
credibility glad to have him in the here 
The 49-year-old is enjoying and now. 
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CLONINGER 


pitcher (nine), when he knows a thing or two about 
accomplished the feat in 1966 pitching. In earning 113 major 
pitching for the Atlanta league victories, including 24 
Braves. Cloninger connected 


for two grand slams, and, 


in 1965, he proved he not 
to pitch, 


only had the abil 


they say, the rest is forthe but he has the sbity to 


history books communicate the pitching 
process to his students. In 


1997 the 


Cloninger proved over his 


pitching career and in his 12- nkees' elie! corps 


year coaching association had the second lowest ERA in 


with the Yankees that he the American League. 


(CCARDENAL 


Jo 


hat better When he talks, players 
coach is listen. The 49-year-old 
thereto embarked on his coaching 


career in 1981 and he has 
ck. His 


have at first base than Jose 
never looked b 


Cardenal. An 18-year major 


leaguer, the third-year Yankee expertise on the base paths 


e Outfield as a 
Vt 
transition as coach. He bet 
as an ins with the White 
Sox and Cubs before joining 


coach participated in the and i 


has lent itsel 


pressures of the post-season, 
played in nearly 2,000 games 


at four different positions and 
had the abilty to hit for 
average; hit for power and 
steal a base. 


the Cincinnati Reds package. Cardenal is quick 


with a smile and is the perfect 


organization as a first-base 
for one Season. 
He then moved to St. Louis 


coact complemer 
coaching 
in 1994 to join former “IF you come to the 
teammate and Cardinals ballpark and you enjoy what 
Te, resuming you're doing, the game's 


first. When Torre going to be easier for you 


resses.to the. And that’s the message | give 


Bronte madetsure hi jery young ballplayes”? oth || 
f 


iste 


base coach was part of the 
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\ ankee Stadium hasn't been at the corner of 161st St 
River Avenue forever. It just seems that way. 


(Baltimore's ove' 


et and 


time win against the 
jore than 20 championship fights as well as its 
In her novel, Sleeping Arrangements, Laura Cunningham 


longevity in the same physical location, 
seeing the House That Ruth Built for the first Madison Square Garden is a great name, but it's 
time. She says, "Years | 


appeared on four different buildings and hosted 


the actual Roman Coliseum, | only a handful of champions in two sports. The 


couldn't suppress an inner Los Angeles Coliseum was home to only 
gasp of recognition. 
‘Ahhh! It's like 
Yankee Stadium." 
In the 75 years 
since it opened, 
Yankee Stadium 


one NFL champion in 45 years. Chicago's 
Wrigley Field has never played host to 
a championship team, and Fenway 
Park last toasted a World Series 


winner fi rs before the 


Stadium was built 
has become the world's Yankee Stadium is different, not 
most prestigious sporting venue 


based on the success of its main 


only because of the success of its 
home team but also because of its 
occupants~-23 championships-- and ott 


character. It remains majestic and just a bit 


contests it has hosted: “The Gi distant, a place crammed with history and memories 
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@ 
Baseballs Diamond Gem 


of action yet also imbued with a special 
stillness. Long-time Orioles pitching 
coach and now-manager Ray Miller 
said of the place, "It's so big, so empty, 
and so silent that you can almost hear 
the sounds that aren't there." 


Through the years, the fans have raised their voices for 
different generations of champions. The slugging first basemen 
are Gehrig, Mattingly, Martinez. In the blink of an eye, it seems. 
the left-handed ace is Gomez, then Ford, now Pettitte. And that 
sure-handed shortstop isn't Lazzeri or Rizzuto, it's Derek Jeter. 

The names change, but no ballpark, stadium, or arena has 


with a dignity that still defines heroism nearly 60 years later. 

As luck would have it, Gehrig was playing baseball in New 
York (for Columbia University) on April 18, 1923, the day the 
Stadium opened (he struck out 17 batters and had two hits in a 
5-1 loss to Williams). Much further downtown, New Yorkers 
could see the Ziegfield Follies at the New Amsterdam Theater or 
catch Gloria Swanson on the screen at the Rialto. 

But New York's focus that day was not Manhattan. The Bronx, 
for once, had the spotlight, in particular, a 10-acre plot stretching 
from 157th Street to 161st Street from Doughty Street to River 
Avenue. A stone's throw from the East River, this corner of the 
William Waldorf Astor estate was to be the new (and third) home 


given the world 
more electrifying 
moments than this 
temple of 

baseball. Babe 
Ruth changed the 
game here, and, 
two generations 
later, Mickey 
Mantle added 
speed to Ruth's 
power. Joe 
DiMaggio became 
synonymous with 
grace and began 
his 56-game 
hitting streak here, 
and Lou Gehrig 
said goodbye here 


of the Yankees. 
They played 
from 1903 to 1912 
at Hilltop Park, 
currently the site of 
Columbia 
Presbyterian 
Hospital, then 
shared the Polo 
Grounds with the 
Giants from 1913 to 
1922. The 
arrangement 
worked until the 
Yankees acquired 
Ruth from the Red 
Sox and began 
outdrawing their 
landlords. 


Great Moments In Yankee Stadium History 


April 18, 1923 Yankee Stadium opens before 
record crowd of 74,200. Babe Ruth christens 
new home with three-run homer in four-run 
fourth as Yankees coast past Boston Red Sox 4-1, 


September 30, 1927 Babe Ruth breaks own 
single-season record when he belts his 60th 
home run off Washington's Tom Zachary in last 
game of the season, 


May 30, 1938 Franchise-record crowd of 81,841 
watches Yankees sweep double-header vs, Red Sox. 


June 22, 
1938 Joe 


Louis retains 
heavyweight & 
champion- 
ship with 
stunning 
first-round knockout oyer Germany's Max 
Schmeling . 


July 4, 1939 Lou Gehrig's uniform number 4 
is retired on "Lou Gehrig Appreciation Day" 


@20) 


and the "Iron Horse” makes famed speech 
where he utters the immortal words, "Today I 
consider myself the luckiest man on the face of 
the earth.” 


May 28, 1946 First night game is played at 
Yankee Stadium as Yankees lose to Washington 
Senators, 2-1. 


April 27, 1947 Ac Yankee Stadium-as in all 
baseball parks--"Babe Ruth Day" is celebrated. 
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In 1921, the Giants served an eviction notice on the Yankees, _tons of steel, and another 950,000 board- 
effective after the following season feet of Pacific Coast fir to erect the 
Giants manager John McGraw said, “If we kick them [the bleachers. The playing field was formed 
Yankees] out, they won't be able to find another location on by 13,000 cubic yards of earth, topped by 
Manhattan Island, They'll have to move to the Bronx or Long 116,000 square feet of sod trucked in from 
Island. The fans will forget about them and they'll be through." Long Island. While 5,000 seats were 
Instead, Yankee's co-owners Jacob Ruppert and Tillinghast delivered in finished condition, another 
L'Hommedieu Huston paid $600,000 for a lot, just across the 53,000 were built on site, requiring 
Harlem River from the Polo Grounds, which was served, then 400,000 pieces of maple. White Construction finished the job in 
and now, by the Lexington Avenue subway line (the #4) 284 working days, completing America’s first three-tier major 
Working from plans prepared by the Osborn Engineerring league park one month ahead of schedule. 
Company of Cleveland, the White Construction Company broke The original Stadium measured 295 feet to right, 281 to left, 
ground on May 5, and 490 to dead 
1922. The center, which 
undertaking became known as 
eventually Death Valley 


involved: 1) 45,000 
cubic yards of 
earth to grade the 


because it was 
death on hitters who 
couldn't pull the 


property and the ball. The first 
excavation of ballpark to be 
25,000 cubic called a stadium, it 


yards to lay the deserved the name 


foundation; 2) for its seating 
2,200 tons of capacity alone 
structural steel; 3) (58,000). 
3,000,000 board- Yankee Stadium 
feet of lumber to opened ona 

form 28,000 cubic Wednesday with all 
yards of concrete the pomp and 
reinforced by 800 circumstance 


Great Moments In Yankee Stadium History 


October 5, 1947 Brooklyn's Al Gionfrido Stadium's 25th Anniversary celebration, His October 1, 1961 Roger Matis breaks Babe 
makes a spectacular catch of Joe DiMaggic’s «Uniform number 3 is retired. Ruth's sinple-season honte tun record when he 
drive at the left field bullpen gate to preserve belts No, 61 on the season's final day off 

8-6 Dodger win in Gaine Six of World Series, October’, 1955 Brooklyn's Sandy Amaros Boston's Tracy Stallard, 

initiates crucial double play with running one- 


June 13, handed grab of Yogi Berra drive down left-field — May Th, 1967 Mickey Mantle belts 500th 
1948 Babe line to preserve 2-0 Dodger win in Game Seven career home run off Baltimore's Stu Miller ina 
as of the World Series, Rercaiaeih 

wath makes 
panies October 8, 1956 Don Larsen hurls the onl 
Stadium Dy ae 'y June 8, 1969 Mickey Mantle’s famed 
appearance erect fa pers Sais istory inGame sniform number seven is etired during 
during five agains BrooklynlDodgcts) "Mickey Mantle Day" ceremonies, Center-field 


@ 
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Baseball's Diamond Gem 


befitting the new king of stadiums. debuted in 1936, the wooden bleachers were replaced with 
Before, the largest crowd to watch a concrete, and the second and third decks were added to right 
baseball game had been the 43,373 at _field during the 1937 season. Lights were installed in 1946, the 
Game Two of the 1916 World Series at scoreboard was modernized in 1959, and the Stadium was 
Fenway Park. According to the New cleaned and painted in 1967. 
York Times, there were 74,200 paying By 1972, the Stadium was showing its age. New York's Board 
customers on Opening Day. of Estimate agreed to improve it at public expense, and, shortly 
Just prior to the game, Ruth told a reporter, I'd give a year of _ thereafter, George Steinbrenner put together a syndicate in 
my life if | can hit a home run in this first game in the new park." January 1973 to buy the team from CBS. Renovation started 
In the bottom of the fourth, he broke a scoreless tie with a three- immediately after the 1973 season, and the Yanks played at 
run homer into the right field bleachers. In his account for the Shea Stadium for two years. 
Evening Telegram, reporter Fred Lieb called the Stadium "The Cleveland's Cuyahoga Wrecking Company began demolition 
House That Ruth Built,” and the name stuck. of the original Stadium and also sold mementos of the park. 
After being bested by the Giants in the 1921 and 1922 World Stan Musial bought bleachers seats for his restaurant in St 
Series, the Yankees came out on top in a six-game series in Louis. Both Whitey Ford and Yogi Berra bought box seats, and 
1923, four games to two. Like the 1909 Pirates and the 1912 Billy Martin got two stairs and a banister from the dugout. 
Red Sox, a team The Smithsonian 
newly blessed with Institution inherited 
“the biggest stadium the Yankee bat rack 
in baseball’ became and bullpen steps, 
the World Champions and home plate was 
for the third time in given to Ruth's 
14 years widow. Mrs. Lou 
‘A few months Gehrig was given 
after Ruth hit his 60th first base and later 


home run in 1927, 
the triple-decked 
stands were 
extended into left- 


donated it to the 
Baseball Hall of 
Fame. DiMaggio's 
#5 uniform was 
auctioned off for 
charity, while a 


center field. Similarly, 
after DiMaggio 


Great Moments In Yankee Stadium History 


ene Pa October 14, 1976 Chris Chambliss’ dramatic June 17, 1978 Ron Guidry sets Yankee record 
se DiMaggio are ninth-inning home run gives Yankees their 30th when he strikes out 18 California Angels in 4-0 
soni American League pennant and first since 1964. win. 
October 18, 1977 July 4, 1983. Dave Righerti tosses first no- 
Reggie Jackson ties Babe hitter by a Yankee since Don Larsen in 1956 
Ruth's World Series World Series in 4-0 win over Boston Red Sox. 


April 15, 1976 Remodeled Yankee Stadium record by smacking three 
opens as Yankees post 11-4 win over home runs in Game Six 
Minnesota. The Twins’ Dan Ford belts first of the World Series against 
home run in new stadium. Los Angeles Dodgers. 


July 24, 1983 Yankees and Kansas City 
Royals play infamous "pine-tar" game as 
George Brett's apparent game-winning homer 
# is nullified by umpires. 
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i \ ( 
cache of 20,000 unanswered letters to Mickey reopened on April 15, 1976, to 
Mantle went unclaimed celebrate the nation’s Bicentennial, fans 
Work began, and major structural changes saw a 138-foot stainless steel and 

eliminated posts and other visual obstructions. _fiberglass smokestack shaped like a 

The columns supporting the upper deck and Louisville Slugger, which provided 

roof were removed, and a new cantilevered an exhaust for the boiler, heater, 

structure carried a new upper deck and and air conditioner. The monuments of Beate 

roof. The playing field was lowered five feet Death Valley were moved just beyond 
to improve the sight lines from the lower deck, which, in turn, center field into Monument Park, where they could be seen 
was pushed forward to compensate for the change in field before home games 
level. Installing plastic seats, up to 22 inches wide in the field The ballpark that had showcased Don Larsen's perfect World 
boxes (versus the old 18- and 19-inch wooden ones), reduced Series game in 1956, Roger Maris’ 61st homer in 1961, and Reggie 
the Stadium’s Jackson's three- 


capacity by some 
11,000 seats to 
54,000. 


homer game in 
197, became 
home to another 


The scalloped World 

copper frieze, the Championship 
Stadium's team in 1996. As 
signature, was the Stadium 


visiTORS NATIONAL 


removed from th 
emoved from the Marre Ay, 


celebrates its 


top of the upper ( mou roar OUT BKLYN diamond 
deck and PHILA anniversary in 

BosT ! 
replicated in put TRE ee 1998, the most 
plastic at the top PITTS successful 
of the new TOMORROW sTLOU franchise in 
scoreboard that WASHINGTON professional sports 


jwPIRES ~ PLATE 0 PM. 
ran from left field pases ae 


to the right field 


looks forward to 
75 more years of 


FTA 9 Foe va it. : F success in its home 


AD 
grandstand. ORLA 
Sains & in the Bronx. 


When the park 


Great Moments In Yankee Stadium History 


e7Y August 31, 1997 
Don Mattingly’s 
uniform number 23 is 


August 18, 1983 vpine-Tar” gameconcludes _*tted during ceremonies 
with Royals winning 5-4. one Keeresacion: Day: 


July 13, 1985 Uniform numbers 9 and 32 - September 4, 1993 jim retired and a plaque i 

retired to honor Roger Maris and Elston Abbor pitches 4-0) no-bic dedicated in his honor 3 

iseraah victory over Cleveland Indians. in Monument Park as part of "Don Mattingly 
Day” ceremonies. 


August 10, 1986 Uniform number 1 is May Ih, 1996 Dvighe 
» Gooden hurls 8th regular- 
season no-hitter in Yankees 
history, a 2-0 blanking of 
the Seattle Mariners. 


September 30, 1997 tim Raines, Derek 
Jeter and Paul O'Neill combine for the first- 
ever back-to-back-to-back home runs in the 
history of post-season play. 


retired during ceremonies on "Billy Martin Day.” 


August 14, 1993 Uniform Number 44 is 


@ 


Yankees Fans... 


This Bud's for you! 


http:/www.budweiser.com 
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INETEEN NINETY EIG 


SEAS@N 
PREVIEW 


‘© you remember the looks on the faces of the Yankees as 

Bernie Williams’ fly ball to left was caught to end the 
Division Series in Cleveland last year? How about the looks as Ken. 
Griffey, Jr. crossed the plate to end the Yanks’ title hopes in 1995? If 
you remember those two, then |'m sure you remember their faces 


CATCHER 
Is there such a thing as ‘too much of a 
good thing?" Not when you are talking about 

major league catchers, While some teams 
have trouble coming up with one serviceable 
catcher, the Yankees have two quality 
catchers, Joe Girardi is the ultimate field 
general. All the cliché fit: he is a student of 
the game, he does the little things to help 
you win, simply put the guy's a winner, Last 
season Girardi hit 264 with 50 RBI, but when 
it counted, he hit .367 with runners in scoring 
position. The bottom line is when you need to 
bunt a guy over of 
you've got a guy 
(on third to drive in 
of you need a 
stolen base - hope 
that Joe Girardi is 
on the scene 
Behind Girardi the 
Yankees have the 
switch-hitting 
Jorge Posada, 
There couldn't be 
a better way for 
the 27-year-old 
budding star to 
learn his position 
than behind a 
veteran like 


By DAN CAHALANE 


Girard, Last season Posada knocked out six 
HRs and 25 RBI in ust 188 -a glimpse of 
the good things to come in the future 


First BASE 

Tino Martinez took New York by storm in 
1996, his first season with the Bombers, He 
hit 292 with 25 HRs and 117 RBI. Then last 
season he improved to .298 with 44 HRs and 
141 RBI. So this year he should hit 
somewhere near .305 with 65-70 HRs and 
165-170 RBI. The Yankees wouldn't complain 
with those numbers, but on the realistic side, 
they would be 
fine with a 
repeat of last 
year's numbers. 
Alter all, he was 
one of the best 
offensive players 
jn baseball last 
season, In 
addition to that 
Martinez has 
proven to be a 
better fielder 
than advertised 
when he was 
acquired from 
Seattle after the 
1995 season 


after the final out of the World Series of 1996. You can bet the players 
would like to repeat ‘96 and avoid the disappointments of '95 and '97, 
{s this Yankee team better than the teams that lost in '95 or '977 Are 
they better than the World Championship team of '96? We'll let you 
decide - here's a look at the 1998 New York Yankees. 


¥AAINMIIA 


SECOND BASE 

For the past couple of years, the Yankees 
second base job has been a bit of a 
revolving door. There was Pat Kelly, then 
Mariano Duncan, then Kelly again, then Sojo, 
throw in a dash of Homer Bush and Andy 
Fox - you get the idea. The Yankees ended 
all that on February 5 with the acquisition of 
Chuck Knoblauch. The 1991 Rookie of the 
Year, Knoblauch is one of the best defensive 
second basemen in the game. He also 
provides the Yankees with a presence in the 
leadoff slot they haven't had since Rickey 
Henderson. Last season, for the Minnesota 
Twins, Knoblauch averaged .291 with 62 SBs 
and 117 runs scored. Knoblauch's best 
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‘season came in 1996 when he hit .341 with 13 
HRs, 72 RBI, 45 SBs and 140 runs scored. 


SHORTSTOP 

Like his new double-play partner, Derek 
Jeter won the American League Rookie of 
the Year Award, In that rookie year of 1996 
deter hit 314 with 10 homers and 78 RBI - 
helping the Yankees to their first World 
Championship since 1978. So last season 
was the year of his “sophomore slump," 
tight? Not so fast, Jeter came back last year 
with a .291 average, 10 HRs. 70 RBI and 23 
SBs. All of that while providing the Yankees 
with a stabilizing presence in the middle of 
their infield, Rookie of the Year, World 
Champion, teenage heart-throb - most guys 
would wilt under that kind of pressure. Not 
Jeter, his level-head makes him one of the 
Yankees’ leaders, al the ripe-old age of 23. 


THIRD BASE 

The best time to take a chance on trading 
for a player is when you know It is a good 
player coming off a bad year, That is what 
the Yankees are hoping for with their new 
third baseman Scott Brosius (below), 
The 32-year-old is a solid defensive third 
baseman, who hit only .203 with 11 homers 
last season. Bul take a look at what he did 
the two years before that and you'll know 


why the Yanks took a chance with him, In 
1995, Brosius hit 262 with 17 homers. He 
improved on those numbers in 1996 with a 
304 average, 22 homers and 71 RBI. The 
Bombers would be more than happy if 
Brosius retumed to a mid-point of those two 
seasons and kept up his solid glove work at 
the hot corner. 


LEFT FIELD 

The old adage is that quality is better than 
quantity. If that is true, then leftfield for the 
Yankees this year is the best of both worlds - 
they have both quality and quantity. Darryl 
Strawberry returns to the Bombers after an 
injury plagued 1997 season, Due to a bum 
knee, Strawberry was only able to play in 11 
games. Following off-season surgery, 
Strawberry should provide the Yanks with 
yet another power source, Another candidate 
for the leftfield job struggled through an 
injury filled 1997. Tim Raines missed over 
half of 1997 with a left hamstring problem. In 
74 games, Raines hit 321 - his highest since 
1987, The third player vying for time in left 
field Is Chad Curtis, Curtis, the only right- 
hand hitter in the group, finished last season 
with a .291 average, 12 homers and 50 RBI 
in 93 games with the Yankees, 


CENTER FIELD 

Being a major league baseball player 
comes with its share of pressure. Being a 
New York Yankee adds pressure on top of 
that. Being the center fielder for the Yankees 
adds even more pressure, How does Bernie 
Willams cope with if? Well, last year he hit 
328 with 21 homers and 100 RBI - and that 
was with missing a month of the season with 
a leg injury. Of course, Williams is also one of 
the best outfielders in the game - last season 
he received his first Gold Glove Award. 
Since he first joined the Yankee organization, 
Williams has been seen as a player with the 
potential to be one of those “five-tool" 
superstars. He has been primed for a "break 
out" season in each of the last two years, but 
injuries have slowed his progress. 


@ 


RIGHT FIELD 

Joe Torre calls him "the best hitter on our 
team." That says a lot when you have a 
lineup with the likes of Bernie Wiliams, Tino 
Martinez and Chili Davis, But that is what 
Paul O'Neill is - the best hitter the Yankees 
have. O'Neill had the best season of his 
Yankee career last year. He hit 324 with 24 
HRs and 117 RBI, the first time in his career 
he had surpassed the 100 RBI total, When 
he joined the Yanks, from the Reds, he had 
the reputation of being a hitter who couldn't 
hit left-handers, He has put those fears to 
rest - playing everyday for the Bombers and 
hitting over .300 in each of his five Yankee 
seasons. If anyone fits the quote, "Give me 
nine guys lke... it is Paul O'Neil, He leaves 
everything on the field and won't settle for 
anything less than perfection, 


DH/BENCH 

The designated hitter position has 
traditionally been a position for an offensive 
superstar who is going to produce home 
uns and RBI for his team, For the past 
couple of years, the Yankees have had the 


Feat Catan: 
FREE Cap after the 


nual Fee 


ti a) 
tage Rate 


. 246 yf Te Today! 
> § f 


Pili Je Code: uv 


Limit one cap per new account. This is @ one-time offer for new cardholders who have used their account for at least one purchase or cash advance transaction. To qualify, the transaction date must 
‘occur on or before 9/30/98, Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery after qualifying. Supplies are limited. This promotion is provided by MBNA. Estimated value of cap is $14.95. Visa is a federally regis- 
tered service mark of Visa U.S.A Inc., used pursuant to license. New York Yankees trademarks and copyrights are used with permission of Major League Baseball Properties, Inc. MBNA 
America®is a federally registered service mark of MBNA America Bank,N.A. ©1998 MBNA America Bank. N.A. There are costs associated with the use of this credit card. For specific 
information about the costs you may contact MBNA by either calling 1-800-348-2988, or by writing to: P.O. Box 15020, Wilmington, DE 19850. TTY users, call: 1-800-833-6262, 


1998 NEw YORK YANKEES @ OFFICIAL TEAM YEARBOOK 


fit that bill, but they just 
That is 
one off-season priority was Chili Davis. He 


name players 


haven't prod 


comes over to the Bombers following one 
sas City 
Royals. Last season was one of his best as 
he hit a career-high 30 HAs with 90 RBI 


while hitting .279. Without under 


season as the DH for the Ki 


value, Davis is another professional 
the middle of the Yankee: 


lineup 


opposing pitchers t 


ry abo. 


BENCH 


No matter which two of the three do n 


get chosen to play left field, Joe Torre will 


have someone nice to choose from. Wh 


er 


it be Curtis and Raines or Raines ai 


nd 
Strawberry or Strawberry and Curtis - each 
combination provides power, speed and 
defensive ability. in addition to that, and the 
switch-hitting Posada backing up Girardi, the 
Yankees also have the versatility of Dale 
Sveum and Luis Sojo. Both are veterans who 
can step in at any number of positions 
around the diamonc 


without missing @ b 


STARTING PITCHERS 
The biggest question w 


ry major 


league team is, Do they have enough 


starting pitching? For the Yankees, 


question is not whether or not they have 


1998 SEASON PREVIEW 


“There are certain milestones we use to judge players. Any pitcher who has 
ishea 300 wins ora hitter with 500 HRs isa "lock" for the Hall of Fame. 
number one question ‘While none of the Yankees are on the brink of those benchmarks, going 


mmatk into 1998 some Bombers are within reach of their milestones. 


pitcher: David Cone. He « Score Brosius is six hits away from 500. 


* David Cone is two wins short of 150, 

* Chili Davis is 15 RBI shy of 1,300. 

+ Paul O'Neill needs ust one HR for 200, 

+ Tim Raines is five SBs away from becoming only the fourth player 
with 800 and 61 hits from 2,500. 

+ Darryl Strawberry is 63 RBI short of 1,000, 

* Bernie Williams needs 31 RBI for 500 and 73 hits for 1,000, 

+ Don Zimmer celebrates his 50th year in Major League Baseball. 


Yankees 


im to in order to solidity the 
then Andy 


Pettitte is #1. The 26-year-old left-hander 


staff. If Cone 


‘owns a record of 51-24 over his three year 
major league career. Last season was his 
best with an 18-7 record and a sparkling 
2.88 ERA. Over the ps 


Wo Seasons, 

n League with 39 
a guy you 
deliver 

that 
et is David Wells. Coming off a 


son in 1996 for the Orioles, 


with 


the Yankees. Hideki Irabu and Ramiro 


Mendoza round out the startin 


ff. Both hitters - look out! Setting up Rivera will be 

f brilliance in 1997 and if they | righty Jeff Nelson and lefty Mike Stanton. The 
can live up to their potential, they may form | combo posted ERAS last season of 2.86 and 
the best 


showed signs 


id of any rotation in baseball. | 2.57, respectively. Joe Torre could turn to 
either of these two if he needed someone to 
BULLPEN step in and close a game for Rivera. Graeme 


Following their World Champions 


ip Loyd and the newly acquired Darren Holmes 
had to decide if | with provide Torre with help in the middle 
innings. Lloyd, a left-handed specialist 
posted a 3.31 ERA last season and Holmes 
recor nine wins for the Colorado Rockies. 
On paper the Yankees have tinkered with 
last year's team with the hopes of avoiding 
the disappointment that ended last season. 


But as the saying goes, "That's why they play 


the games." The Yankees hope to be playing 


those games long into October. 


| THE 1998 YANKEES 


PLAYER PAGE 
ScoTT BROSIUS ....... 32 
David CONE ......... 33 
CHAD CurTIS ........ 34 
Cutt Davis .......... 36 
Jor GirarpDI ... 

DarrEN HOLMES ...... 39 
HIDEKI IRABU........- 40 
DEREK JETER .,.,..... 4l 
CHUCK KNOBLAUCH ... . 42 


H JEFF NELSON ......... Si 
Pau O'NEILL .......- 52 
ANDY PETTITTE ....... 53 
JORGE POSADA ........ 55 
TIM RAINES .. 

MARIANO RIVERA ..,.,- 59 
LUISSSOIGO. ...55..005 61 
MIKE STANTON ....... 62 
DARRYL STRAWBERRY .. . 64 
DALE SVEUM ... 

David WELLS .......+ 66 
BERNIE WILLIAMS ««.... 68 


} THe COLUMBUs SHUTTLE... 70 


ne of the 

newest players 

to join the 
Yankees for the 1998 
‘campaign is Scott Brosius 
The 31-year-old was acquired 
by the Yankees as the player 
to be named later in a 
November trade which sent 
pitcher Kenny Rogers to the 
Oakland Athletics. 

The Oregon native 
epitomizes the word versatile, 
which explains why you may 
see his name in the lineup at 
several different positions. In 
4997, he started games at 
five different positions for the 
Ass (94 at 3B, 12 at SS, nine 
in RF, five in CF, and three in 
LF). His sharp defensive skills 
at third base ranked him 
‘second in the American 
League in '97 for fielding 
percentage (.977). 

A six-year veteran, he 
batted .203 (97-for-479) in 
129 games for Oakland in '97 
alter establishing career 
highs in nearly every 
offensive category in '96. He 
hit 304 (130-for-428) with 22 
HRs and.71.RBI in 96, but 
that total dropped to 11 HRs 
and 41 RBI in ‘97, 

Yankee fans can expect to 
see Brosius showcasing his 
great defensive skills around 
the Yankee infield, especially 
the hot corner. Brosius, who 
has spent his entire career in 
the middle of powerful 
Oakland lineups, will lend his 
talents to the Yankees 
stacked roster in 1998, 


SCOTT BROSIUS ave. G AB R H 2B 38 HR 
1997 ATHLETICS 203129479 (7 20 1 1 
Major League Career 208 606 = 1,988 «= 280494 95 5 76 


‘or 11 major league 

‘seasons, David 

Cone has ranked. 
among the elite pitchers in 
the game, Whether in Kansas 
City, Toronto or right here in 
the Bronx, Cone has earned 
the reputation of pitching well 
in big games and being 
dominant during the regular 
‘season. Just look at the two 
World Series rings on his 
fingers. That says more about 
David Cone than one 
thousand stories would, 

Unfortunately, Cone did 
‘not have the chance to show 
‘what he could do in last 
year’s playotts, Arm trouble 
kept him out of the Division 
Series after his short outing in 
Game One, and he had 
surgery in the offseason. Not 
to worry, though. Cone is 
confident that he will be back 
in top form in ‘98. 

“My arm is good,” Cone 
said while working out in the 
offseason. “I'm where | want 
to be right now.” 

‘When all is well, Cone’s 
track record has been 
impressive. Although limited 
lo just 29 starts last season, 
Cone recorded 222 
strikeouts, 12 wins and a 
2.82 ERA. A more telling stat, 
however, is that opposing 
batters hit only .218 off Cone 
in 97, third lowest in the 
league. And that is just a hint 
‘of how dominant Cone can 
be, as most opposing batters 
will find out in ‘98. A full off- 
season of rehab has both 


Cone and Yankee fans P T H R 
hopeful for a full season of 

DAVID CONE WL ERG os ca sHo’ svi WER eR__Beso 
baitance: 1997 YANKEES 2 6 22 © 2 1 +O 0 1 1 G7 6 B8 22 


MajorLeague Career 148«S 863.13. 328209 52s 2189 1,794 «83872 83G_ 2034 


pon opening the 
sports pages on 
June 7 last 
season, a trade that sent 
David Weathers to Cleveland 
fora little known outfielder 
had most Yankees fans 
scratching their heads and 
wondering, ‘Chad who?!?" 
That question was soon 
answered as the utility 
outfielder became the most 
popular Curtis in New York 
since Tony and Jamie Lee 
Acquired as a back-up 
leftfielder, Curtis was thrust 
into the spotlight almost 
immediately after arriving in 
the Bronx. Two days after 
joining the Yankees, he got 
his chance. Bernie Williams 
was placed on the DL with a 
hamstring pull, so Curtis got 
his chance to shine as the 
everyday centerfielder in his 
absence, And shine he did. 
With the Yankees, Curtis hit 
291 with 12 HRs and 50 RBL 
His defense was as 
impressive as his bat. Curtis 
proved to be more than 
capable and was one of the 
reasons the Yankees stayed 
afloat in Bernie's absence. 
Curtis also enjoyed a 
number of career firsts in '97. 
During a weekend series in 
Minnesota, he hit his first 
career grand-slam in a 9-6 
Yankees’ win on August 10, 
and then had his first five-nit 
game the next day in an 11-0 
shellacking of the Twins 
With sterling defensive 
play and an infectious pos- 
itive attitude, Curtis became a 
valuable part of the Yankees 
and should continue to make 
his contributions felt in '98. 


(Oy 1 1s D 
CHAD CURTIS. NG. 6 1B R H 2B 38 HR RBI BBSSO SB 
1997 INDIANS/VANKEES. 284 115—= 49S 6p. 55 a 58 (12 
Major League Career 27 8112916 «480779 75 92331469173 
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rying to figure out 

the Yankees’ day- 

to-day DH the past 
‘several years has been an 
exercise in futility, In the end, 
the slot evolved into a grazing 
ground for disgruntled position 
players, Not this year 

Chili Davis enters New York 
with one goal in mind. Having 
played just four games in the 
field in the past five years, the 
38-year-old is focused on 
producing runs. 

Davis does not subscribe 
to the ‘jack of all trades’ 
theory, Luckily for Yankees 
fans, he is the master of one 
skill: hiting. He picks apart 
pitchers, patiently looking for 
a ball to drive for power or 
contact. He hits the ball 
equally well to all fields, 
batting lefty or righty, and is 
especially powerful in the 
clutch (.314 with 60 RBI with 
Tuners in scoring position in 
‘97), 

The Kingston, Jamaica 
native ranks as one of the all- 
time best switch-hitting power 
men, and is among the major 
league's career active leaders 
in both homers and RBI. 

Age has not slowed this 
slugger one bit - like a good 
wine, he has actually 
improved. 

Coming off pethaps the 
best season of his 17 years in 
the bigs, Davis’ dream of 
playing for a contender has 
come true in the Bronx. With 
the man they call “Chili Dawg” 
in the lineup, the Yanks now 
have one of the most potent 
3-4-5-6 quartets in all of 
baseball heading into '98. 


CHILI Davis AVG GTA ANA ve _|_be_ sons 
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tis offen hard to 

quantify a catcher's 

contribution to the 
team. One can look at his 
offensive numbers and how 
‘many runners he throws out. 
With Joe Girardi, those stats 
only tell half of the story 
because his contribution to 
the Yankees is far greater. 

Girardi was the model of 
consistency in 97, hitting 

269 with one HR and 29 RBI 
before the All-Star break and 
257 with 21 RBI after the 
break. He had 26 multi-hit 
games and his average with 
runners in scoring position 
was .336 overall and 367 
with less than two outs. 

However, Joe suffered a 
couple of injuries in '97 that 
Kept him out of the lineup for 
18 games. He jammed his 
shoulder while sliding head- 
first into home in Texas on 
May 15 which caused him to 
miss four starts. In 
September, Girardi missed 
14 starts because of a non- 
displaced fracture of a 
fingertip on his left hand. 

In his second season in 
the Bronx, the Peoria, IL, 
native appeared in 112 
games, 109 of which he 
started. His reputation as one 
of the top defensive catchers 
in the American League 
explains why Yankees’ 
pitchers love having him 
behind the plate. He knows 
each pitcher's strengths, 
makes great decisions and 
always calls a good game. 

If past seasons are any 
indication, '98 will once again 


JOE GIRARDI AG. G AB CHa non _|_op__ some 
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fake a deep 

breath. Did you 

notice that the air 
is not too thin? Probably not, 
‘but Darren Holmes probably 
did. In fact, he’s probably 
thrilled that the air in the Bronx 
is as thick as itis. Despite a 
somewhat misleading 5.34 
ERA, Holmes owned a 9-2 
fecord as both a starter and 
reliever in the homer-hefty 
confines of Coors Field for the 
Colorado Rockies in ‘97. In 
fact, Holmes started for the 
first time in his major league 
career last season and won, 
his inaugural start, a 9-2 
victory over Braves’ ace John 
Smoltz. As a starter, he was 
2-0 with a 6.25 ERA and only 
ave up 22 ER in 31.2 IP. After 
making six starts, his role was 
tedefined and he came out of 
the bullpen to earn seven of 
his nine wins. 

Holmes struck out a 
career-high eight batters in 
just seven innings against the 
San Francisco Giants on 
July 5, and his seven wins in 
relief were just two shy of the 
Rockies’ team record set by 
Steve Reed in’93. With great 
strikeout potential and the 
ability to either start or come 
‘out of the bullpen, Holmes’ 
versatility will be a valuable 
asset to the pitching staff 

With Ramiro Mendoza 
possibly jumping into the 
starting rotation, and Jeff 
Nelson working primarily as a 
set-up man, there will be 
ample opportunity for Holmes 
to show what he can do in '98. 


DARREN HOLMES Wo ste FRA Ges cag SHO sve 
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isplaying an 

impish smile, a 

stem wil, and 
an impressive array of 
pitches, Japanese sensation 
Hideki Irabu made his malor 
league debut against the 
Detroit Tigers at the Stadium 
last year on July 10. He 
struck out nine batters while 
only giving up two runs in 6.2 
innings en route to.a 10-3 win 
and left the field to a standing 
‘ovation. 

The 6-4, 240-pound hard- 
throwing righty took the first 
step toward fulfiling a ife- 
long dream when he donned 
the pinstripes last year, but 
greener pastures lie ahead 
As Irabu said at the press 
conference to announce his 
signing, “My first dream 
(playing for the Yankees) was 
granted. | won't be satisfied 
until | get my diamond ring 

The native of Hyogo, 
Japan sported a 5-3 record 
as a starter and pitched 9.2 
innings in relief in 1997. In his 
nine starts, abu averaged 
almost one strikeout per 
inning, sending down 43 
batters in 43.2 innings. While 
he was only 1-1 in relief 
appearances, his 13 strike- 


outs in 9.2 innings made him 


a formidable part of the 
bullpen 

With an entire spring 
training under his belt, 1998 
promises to be much different 
for Irabu. The pre-season 
discipline and rigor that 


missing from his preparation 
last year should help make 
him an important and 
possibly dominant part of the 
Yankees rotation this year. 


‘ow do you 
follow up the 
most improb- 

able of rookie seasons, in 

which you went from can't- 
miss prospect to AL Rookie of 
the Year? For Derek Jeter, you 
just keep doing the things 
that got you that recognition, 

The sophomore jinx did not 

exist for this rising star, as 

Jeter became only the third 

Player ever to score 100 runs 

in his first two seasons and 

showed leadership well 
beyond his age. 

Critics may think of 1997 
asa chink in Jeter’s 
seemingly impenetrable 
armor, but think again. His 
numbers suffered due to 
lineup shuffling, but every 
part of Jeter's game 
Improved 

The New Jersey native 
batted .321 with a 394 on 
base percentage in the top 
Spot, and just .233 elsewhere, 

At the plate, the 23-year- 
old can slash balls to all 
fields against both lelties and 
righties and is just starting to 
mature physically. On 
defense, he has developed 
outstanding range, soft hands 
and a strong ability to turn the 
double play. 

Yet there are fundamentals 
to improve upon. His 
aggressiveness at the plate 
continues to lead to a high 


number of strikeouts and his 


throwing tends to be a bit too 
aggressive. Stil, after two 
years of amazing progress, 
Jeter heads into 1998 as one 
of the brightest young 
hit the Bronx in a long time 
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CHUCK 


‘ourtime All-Star, @ 

Gold Glove winner, a 

Silver Slugger 
recipient, American League 
Rookie of the Year and a World 
Series Championship ring, 

Quite an impressive resumé 
for the newest Yankees second 
baseman - Chuck Knoblauch, 
Just a few weeks before spring 
training began, the Yankees 
pulled the trigger on a 
blockbuster trade that sent four 
minor leaguers to the Twins for 
the right-handed leadoff man. 
Knoblauch provides the 
Yankees with a presence at the 
{op of their order that they 
haven't had since Rickey 
Henderson. You can expect 
him to be a constant distraction 
whenever he finds his way. onto 
the basepaths. A lifetime .304 
hitter, the seven-year veteran 
averaged 40 stolen bases as a 
member of the Twins. 

His best season came in 
1996 when he hit 341 with 13 
HRs and 72 RBI while scoring 
140 runs and stealing 45 
bases, He was awarded the 
Silver Slugger as the best 
offensive second baseman in 
the American League. The 29- 
year-old teams with shortstop 
Derek Jeter to provide the 
Yankees with one of the best 
young double-play 
combinations in the game. 


Long considered one of the 
best defensive second 
basemen around, he earned 
his first Gold Glove 


in'97 
‘As a spark at the top of the ie a 
lineup or an anchor in the SE Ce Oe Nea! A EME Asa, 
middle of the infield, Knoblauch 
CHUCKKNOBLAUCH AVG. GABOR HB BRB] BBS SB 
isa key toa Yankees champ- 997 Twins 291186 6 17178 26 10 9 58 84 84 
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0.call Ricky 

Ledee an instant 

phenom would 
be a sizeable exaggeration. 
Yet in the past two years, the 
24-year-old outfielder has. 
jumped from the prospect 
breakdown lane to become 
one of the gems of the 
Yankee farm system 

A 16th-round pick in 1990 

at age 17, Ledee developed 


very slowly, playing four 
seasons in short-season 
leagues and two more in the 
lower-level Class-A South 
Atlantic League. For all of the 
baby steps the Puerto Rican 
native has taken, 1996 
proved to be one monster 
jump. Between Double-A 
Norwich and Triple-A 
Columbus, the 6-2 lefty hit 
305 with 29 HRs and 101 
RBI. Ledee's unpredicted 
emergence helped make 
Ruben Rivera expendable 
and brought Hideki lrabu to 
the Bronx, 

A groin injury cost him 
significant playing time in '97, 
but when Ledee did pl 
Columbus, his speed and 


in 


outfield play continued to 
improve. At his best, Ledee 
isa devastating slugger, but 
his strikeout totals piled up in 
alarming frequency, Ledee 
played winter ball following 
the '97 season to make up at- 
bats and work on his allield 
and contact hitting with 
instructor Gary Denbo. The 
results were impressive 
enough to warrant hope that 
Ledee could graze left field at 
the Stadium in '98. 


RICKY LEDEE AVG. 
1997 Gulf Coast 333 
1997 Columbus 308 


n his second season in 

pinstripes, Australian- 

born Graeme Lloyd 
excelled in his role as a left- 
handed reliever. He set 
single-game and career highs 
in innings pitched and 
strikeouts. 

The 1997 playoffs were 
Just another proving ground in 
Which the 31-year-old 
succeeded. He entered 
Game Two of the Division 
Series to coerce David 
Justice to ground out for the 
final out and also made a 
short appearance in Game 
Four. His totals (0.00 ERA, 

OH, OR, 2K, 1.1 IP) extended 
his string of playoff games 


with a perfect ERA to 10. 
Lloyd also proved that his 

1996 Yankees ERA of-17.47 in 

13 games was an aberration, 


as he lowered that number to 


arespectable 3.31 in 1997 
The left-hander's 

acclimation to the Bronx 

became easier in 1997, as he 


settled in for his first full year 


in pinstripes. “At the time, | 
thought there wouldn't be 
much of a transition,” Lloyd 
recollected about coming to 
New York. “The difference 
between being over in 
Milwaukee, a sort of quiet litle 
town and not as many people 
and not a major market to 
coming over here—being in 
New York, the mecca of the 
Western world in respect 
to.so many things— 


a 
big shock. It took a while 
toadjust. 

Recently signed to a two- 


year extension, Lloyd will bring 


GRAEME LLOYD Woot RAG GS cg SHO ov 
stability to the bullpen in 1998. +997 vay ail 


1987 YANKEES 1 7 So a eo 
Major League Career 8 19 at 22 0 0 0 8 2481 


R&R BB SO 
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fever there was an 
example of a self-made 
player, Mike Lowell is it. 
? He has added ingredients 

i from each of the recent 
homegrown talents to his 


arsenal, helping him jump up 
the prospect charts. 

There was little fanfare 
when the San Juan native 
was drafted out of Florida 
International in the 20th round 
of the '95 draft. Yet, much like 
Pattitte's performance on the 
mound, Lowell has continued 
to play well above 
expectations in progressing 
four levels in the past two 
seasons, A second baseman 
in college, Lowell has made a 
smooth transition to third to 
accommodate his 6-4, 195- 
pound frame, Although his 
fange and agility stl needs to 
improve, the 24-year-old's 
glovework and positioning 
have improved each year. 
Like Jeter, Lowell has an 
impeccable work ethic and 
embarked on an off-season 
workout regimen that jumped 
his homer totals from eight in 
‘96 to. a combined 30 in ‘97 
for Norwich and Columbus. 
Even more impressively 
his power increased while 
Lowell walked more than he 
whitfed. A .344 average in 
Norwich led to a promotion to 
Columbus, where the slugger 
knocked another 15 homers. 
Don't be surprised to see 
Lowell make his debut in New 
York at some time in ‘98. 


MIKE LOWELL we. 6 ry = 28 38 WR RBLSS BBS. SB 
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1997 Columbus 276 7 210 36 58 13 1 15 45 23 Ko 2 
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isnew 
nickname, “Tino 
Bambino," was 
not so much bestowed upon 
him for any physical 
attributes, as it was earned 
for his Ruthian blasts, In the 
past wo seasons, he has 
taken his own steps towards 
becoming a Yankee legend 
‘Alter taking over first base 
in the shadow of a legend 
Tino has made the position 
his own, If his first season as 
a Yankee was good, his 
second was nothing short of 
1997 


in grand fashion when he hit 


femarkable. He starte 


three homers against Seattle 
in the second game of the 
season. That game was a 
sign of things to come, as 
Martinez set career highs in 
both home runs (44) and runs 
batted in (141), Tino set a 


major league record for most 


RBI in April by driving in 34 
runs, and his nine homers in 
April w 
Graig Nettles’ 11. He 


second only to 


on a torrid 
he All-Star break with 28 
HRs and 78 RBI. Not only 


was Ma 


int 


ez voted the Player 
of the We 


he was the only 
cone from the American 
League to win the honor twice 
last season 

There is more to Martinez 
than just his extraordinary 
hitting ability, He is among 
the top defensive first 


basemen in baseball and 
always seems to provide a 
spark when necessary, 
Already a fan favorite, Tino 


will undoudbtedly be a 


part of the Yankees’ offense 
in’98. 
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rguably, there 

was not another 

pitcher in the 
major leagues who proved to 
be as versatile as Ramiro 
Mendoza last year. Not even 
Robert DeNiro has had such 
a wide array of roles. Want a 
man who is able to pitch in 
the middle innings and keep 
his team in the game? How 
about a pitcher who can 
make an emergency start in 
place of a pitcher who was 
injured? Or do you need 
someone to log a number of 
innings to rest a tired 
bullpen? Well, Mendoza did 
all that and more last season 
Even more impressive was 
that he didn’t seem to mind 
being bounced around 
between the bullpen and 
starting rotation. 

'm accustomed fo my 
role right now,” Mendoza said 
towards the end of the 
season, “and I'm ready to do 
the best | can as either a 
starter or reliever. 

Of the two, Mendoza fared 
better in the bullpen, sporting 
3.21 ERA compared to 5.54 
as a starter, The infrequency 
of his starts, however, could 
have been a major factor in 
his inflated ERA. Mendoza 
may have the chance to 
prove his mettle in the 
rotation on a more regular 
basis this year since he is 
being considered for one of 
the last two spots in the 
rotation, There is no doubt 
that this sinkerball pitcher will 
get batters out, whatever the 
situation. After two quietly 
effective seasons, '98 could 
be Ramiro’s breakout year. 


— 
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‘Ch anywtets 


e has one of the 

most distinctive 

deliveries to 
ever grace the Stadium 
mound. His monster-breaking 
slider freezes even the game's 
greatest hitters. Yet, Jeff 
Nelson lives in obscurity as 
the anchor of the Yankees 
bullpen. 

Perhaps Nelson's 
uncharacteristic April and 
ending to the '97 season has 
soured fans, However, if you 
look at the complete picture 
surrounding Nelson’s season 
you will see perhaps a less 
flashy but just as effective set- 
up man as Mariano Rivera. 

He worked in 77 games, 
setting an all-time record for 
relief appearances by a 
Yankee, breaking Dave: 


Righetti's 74 games in '85 and 


86. Each outing was solid, as 


lanky righty improved 


upon all his career numb 


Righties hit just .168 off the 


Baltimore native, but ev 


more telling, lefties - who had 


always feasted on Nelson's 
stuff ~ hit just 232. N 


it fastball into his 


in has 


worked a.c 


arsenal to knock out lefties 


and set up righties fo 


that’s harder to figure out than 
a Rubik's Cube 

In his two years in 
Pinstripes, Nelson has been 


prone to slumps and lag 


confidence. Sometimes he 
goes to the well with one too 
many sliders. Yet, the 6-8 


reliever always seems to 


Quickly pick himself 


mat. When he's on his game, 


Nelson is among the best 
JEFF NELSON w L ERA & 6s cG SHO sv ld H R ER BB so 
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Ila fan needs to 

know about Paul 

O'Neill could 
have been witnessed in Game 
Five of the Division Series last 
season. With the Yankees 
trailing 3-2 and two out, 
O'Neill stepped to the plate as 
the Yankees’ last hope. He 
promptly ripped a line drive 
Off the base of the centerfield 
wall, just short of a game-tying 
home run. 

Instead of lackadaisically 
jogging around first base, 
O'Neill turned on the after- 
burners and used every last 
ounce of energy he had to 
slide into second base for a 
two-out double, 

The 95-year-old left-hand 
ed slugger w 


sed Out of 


the game with an injured 


hand, but the aggressive play 


capped an exceptional series 


in which he had two ho 


ners 


two doubles and seven RBI to 


complement his .421 average 


In the end, however, it didn't 
matter to O'Neill because the 
Yankees lost. 

It doesn't matter at this 
point what | did, does it? 
O'Neill asked after Game Five. 
The only thing that matters is 
that we are going to be 
watching TV Wednesday night 


(Game One of the ALCS) 

instead of playing baseball 
‘And that attitude is why the 

Yankees are so lucky to ha 


a player like O'Neill. Never 


mind his .324 average, 2 
homers and 117 RBI last 
‘season; O'Neill's heart and 


selflessness is what makes 
him, the new pride of the 
PAUL O'NEILL 

1997 YANKEES 
Major League Career 


BB SO SB 
% 2 10 
Cr) 


Yankees. 


na perfect world, Andy 

Pettitte would have two 

Cy Young Awards on his 
mantle right now. After a 21- 
win season in 96, the 
Louisiana native followed it up 
with an even more impressive 
97 campaign. 

Consider this; Pettitte cut 
his ERA by almost a full un 
and went 9-2 with a 2.62 ERA 
despite pitching through back 
pain that would have landed 
lesser men on the DL. He led 
the American League in 
games started, least home 
runs allowed per nine innings 
and led the Yankees staff in 
just about every meaningful 
stat category, Add all this up 
and you have the most 
impressive two-year stretch 
bya Yankee starter in 
recent history. 

Pettitte perfected his 
arsenal in '97, complementing 
two different 90-plus fastballs 
and a hard curve with a slider 
that is unhittable by lefties 


His secret weapon is his 
pickotf move, a deceptive 
motion that caught a major 
league-high 14 runners in'97. 

Pin-point control is 
Pettite's winning recipe. 
Those efforts were hindered 
al times last season by his 


back woes, which caused him 
to leave a few more pitches 
than desired up in the zone. 
The three-year veteran is 
just coming into his prime and 
is already among the game's 
elite, With a clean bill of 
health, '98 could be the year 


this southpaw takes home the 


hardware he deserves. 
ANDY PETTITTE _ WL ERA Ges ca SHY sv po 
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here was a quiet 

emergence in 97 

that you may not 
have noticed when looking at 
the stats. While not of the 
same magnitude as his good 
friend Derek Jeter, Jorge 
Posada showed Yankee fans 
and brass alike that he was 
ready to make the jump from 
Columbus to the Bronx. 

Going into ‘97, the 
Yankees’ main goal for 
Posada was to have him learn 
from watching Joe Girardi's 
work ethic and daily rituals 
Yet, when Girardi went down 
6- 


year-old Puerto Rican native 


with a finger injury, the 
cracked the starting lineup. 

He showed that he is not only 
h hitter 


ith po 


with patience — a ratiy for 


such a youngster. 


outstanding catching skills, 


great rapport with pitchers, 


good arm strength and a 
quick release. Playing time 


appears to be the only thing 


Posada needs tc 


next step. Offensively, his 


Quality 


playing time pra 


around quality play 
He should get more “PT 


and at-bals 


spending another year un 


Girardi’s tutelage. With one 


more year of development, 


Posada should be ready t 
take on a much bigger role 
behind the plate heading int 


the next millennium. 


JORGE POSADA Ss 6 AB R 4 2B 38 HR ORI BB SO) SB 
1997 YANK 60 188 ee 2 0 6 6 Cn nT 
Major Leagu 202 x0 2 0 6 25 cme) 


or the second 

straight year, 1997 

saw injuries hamper 
Tim Raines for a significant 
portion of the campaign. 
More important, however, is 
that for the second straight 
season, Raines rebounded 
down the stretch to come 
through with some 
tremendously clutch hits 

In '96, Raines tied Cecil 

Fielder for the team lead with 
seven home runs in 
September. Last season, the 
switch-hitter saved his 
heroics for the post-season 
The Rock’ ripped a game- 
tying, two-run home run to 


spark the Yankees to an 8-6 


comeback victory in Game 


One of the Division Ser 


es 
Not only did Raines prove 


that he is a player 


ied on in the 


ald son of ti 
'He said he hit more home 

runs than me this year,” the 

elder Raines said. “I'm going 


ton 


to give him 


Age may slow some 


people down, but Rain: 
using it to his advantage 
Over the course of his 17- 
year career, Raines, 38, has 


reached some miles! 


(400 doubles, 1,250 runs 


scored) thal would make 
most players envious, This 
year he has a chance to 


reach 


No spectacular 
jes: 2,500 hits and 


800 stolen bases. Rai 
needs 61 hit 
bases, respectively, to get his 
name in the record books, 


Provided he's health, 


should be a 


ee ee ee 


mie es 


Ty D 
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4 TICKETS PLAYER GAME DAY® NEWSSTAND 
purchase tickets TNFORMATION real-time _ preview Yankees 
_ online, view bios and vital Scoring; Magazine. *3 


4 
_ your seat using stats | 
_ the stadium 

i viewer. 


full'stats and Purchase all) 
game stories. . Yankee ’ 
publicationsy 


INTRODUCING FOR 1998’ “WAnidhoNet 


Listen to every game on the nei!! Plus: player chats & exclusive shows!!! 


PM THE BOSS!! 


I DEMAND A LOT FROM MY TEAM. 


WHEN I WANT TO SEE MORE INTENSITY, 
THEY SHOW IT. 


WHEN I WANT TO SEE MORE EFFORT, 
THEY GIVE IT. 


AND WHEN I WANT TO SEE IT ONE MORE TIME, 
THEY DO IT. 


NOT BAD CONSIDERING I STILL 
CAN’T GET MY DOG TO SIT. 


FOR TICKETS CONTACT: 
New York Yankee Season Sales Department 
at 718-293-6000 or 718-293-6013 FAX: 718-588-0715 
TER asrer, 212-307-1212 www.ticketmaster.com 
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ast year certainly was 

a good one for 

Mariano Rivera, The 
lanky right-hander shook off a 
shaky start to become the 
dominant right-handed closer in 
baseball, Overall, he notched 
43 saves, second in the 
American League to Randy 
Myers. By the All-Star break he 
had notched 27 saves, which is 
the sixth highest total since the 
inception of the save rule. It was 
good enough to get him elected 
to the All-Star team for the first 
time in his young career. 

“He's the top right-handed 
closer right now, and he (was) 
very deserving to go to the All- 
Star game," pitching coach Mel 
Stottlemyre said at the break 

Not only did he make an 
‘appearance in the All-Star 
game, but he picked up the 
save as well. The Panamanian 
native hurled one inning, 
striking out one batter, to 
become the first Yankee ever to 
pick up a save in the All-Star 
game. 

Of course, that was just one 

many highlights from last 
season. Along with setting a 
career high with 66 


appearances, Rivera had 


memorable showdowns against 
two of the top sluggers in the 

league, Juan Gonzalez and Ken 
Griffey, Jr, in 


ich he emerged 
victorious. As impressive a 
season as he had, the Yankees 
hope that it was just a prelude 
of things to come. They do not 
envision worrying about the 


ninth inning for a long time. 


MARIANO RIVERA WL FRAG GS_cg SHO SV oP RR BS 


1997 YANKEES 6 94) 18 6 0 oO oO @ 12 6 7 15 20 68 
MajorLeague Career = «19S «102.95 14510 AB RT 20985 TSB 
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By Ov > POPULAR DEMAND! 


You Want More Photos, We Got ‘Em! 


Box N21: 1997 Yankees Team Set - assorted headshots and action shots 
You get: ‘97 Team photo - Jeter - O'Neill - Williams - Martinez - Boggs 

Cone - Fielder - Girardi - Gooden - Hayes - Nelson - Pettitte - Raines 

Rivera - Rogers - Strawberry - Torre - Wells 

Player shots: $5 each, 5 for $20 

Team photo: (‘96 and ‘97 shots available) $10 each 

TEAM SET: (19 total photos) For only $80 


Other players not listed available by special request: $8 each, 5 photos for $35 


Box N23: Mattingly Special 
You get collectors’ edition montage, a retirement 
press conference photo, and two classic action poses for $21.95! 
Collectors’ edition purchased separately: $8 
Action shots: $6 each 


Box N22: Special Player Sets 
Jeter - Tino - Bernie - O'Neill 

You get a headshot and 3 action poses For $16 
SEE IAL FOR JAD ie FANS ya7 
get this collectors’ edition photo for only 

Add it into a set for only $20 ”) Box N24: Special Moments Package: 
Includes: "96 Series celebration shot 

“96 Series: Boggs on horse - Gooden No-Hitter 
“96 Series: Leyritz homer 


Box N°5: Old-Timers Set So Sees ast out Tiayes 

ese ere ae $5 each purchased separately 
- - Guidry - i 

Ruth - Berra - Catfish Hunter Zo Rocce ee 

$5 each purchased separately 

$45 For complete set 


Wel: Team Sets , 
eee aa ert Yes, I've got to have my Yankees Photos! 


— mini-sets at $20 each for the Following players: Please send them to: 
special request mini-sets at $35 each for the Following: 
team photos at $10 each (specify: "96 team shots 
headshots at $5 each for the following: 


action shots at $5 each for the Following: 
special request shots at $8 each for the following: PRINT NAME —__ — 
N22: Special Player Sets ADDRESS 


player sets at $16 each for the Following: 

Tino Collectors’ Edition sets at $20 each 

Jeter Collectors’ Edition sets at $20 each 

Collectors’ Edition photos at $8 each (specify: _ Jeter shots __ Tino shots) 


N03: Mattingly Special CITy STATE 
__ action shots at $6 each (__ of First pose, _ of second pose) 
— Collectors’ Edition shot at $8 each 


— complete sets at $21.95 each ZIP TOTAL ENCLOSED 

N24; Special M 

i Beech for te Following Check or money order ONLY made payable to: Yankees 
— complete sets at $25 each Bookshelf. Please mail to: Yankees Bookshelf, Attn: Photos, 
Ne5: Old-Timers Yankee Stadium, Bronx, NY 10451. Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 


t $5 each for the Following: ‘ sgh 
Paaamplets see ae Spee Offer valid For a limited time only. 
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‘alk about getting 

no respect, Luis 

Sojo might as well 
have been the Invisible Man 
with all the attention he 
garnered at the beginning of 
last season, Even in the 
media capital of the world, 
Sojo couldn't buy 30 seconds 
of a reporter's time, 

‘Soon enough, though, 
everybody discovered what 
he was all about, Mariano 
Duncan faltered at second 
ase, and Sojo was the man 
designated to pick up the 
pieces, Before breaking his 
forearm on August 16 against 
Kansas City, Sojo exceeded 
everybody's expectations at 
second base, silencing the 
critics who once asked, "Luis: 
who?” when he took the job. 

In a stretch of 11 starts 
prior to June 12, Sojo batted 
442, Overall, he sported a 
307 average at the time he 
was injured, which was 
impressive considering he 
started the season O-for-16. 
Ofc 
person not the least bit 


urs 


Sojo was the or 


surprised by his production 
‘Alot of people are 

surprised because they 
haven't seen me play 
everyday,” Sojo said. “Ive 
always been a good hitter. 
Every time | got a chance to 
play everyday | have proven | 
can hit 

Now healed, Sojo may no 
longer be a surprise big-time 
performer, but he is 
determined to prove that his 
'97 stats were no fluke 


Luis soso AVG. AB R 4 28 3B HR RBI BB SO SB 
4997 YANKEES 307 TT 215 FT 6 6 1 2 B it 3 
‘Major League Career 265 608 «1.913 228.508 4 10 a 185 % «18,28 
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hich came 

first, the 

chicken or 
the egg? When talking about 
Mike Stanton, the question 
can be altered to ask, “Is 
Stanton always on good 
teams, or are the teams good 
because of Stanton?” 

In his first season with the 
Yankees, Mike Stanton 
‘extended his streak of post- 
season appearances to six 
straight seasons, Brought in to 
serve as the left-handed part 


of a two-man 


sel-up corps, he 
proved to be a valuable part 


of the bullpen, 


relief appearances. Stanton 


career high with his sixth 


aight win on August 21 in 


Anaheim, and didn't suffer a 


unti early September 


Always strong and often 


tent help ir 


struck out 70 batter: 


in 66.2 IP 


and gave up only 50 hits and 


19 runs (all earned), His 


longest stint of th 


season 


lasted for 3.2 innings, and he 


struck out five Orioles on 


aber 12 at Baltimore 


The Yank 


es are 


fourth team in thr 


years, but 


he seems to have found a 


home in New York, He will 


again be a bi 


late-game plans 
and should continue to 


in'98. With all 


bullpen mate 


Stanton will be just as 


important to the Yanke 


success this year. 


MIKE STANTON WL ERA 6s cG SHO sv oP H RFR BB SO. 
1997 YANKEES 6 1 257 0 0 3 662 60 19 19 ~«34~«70 
MajorLeague Career = 2926 3.69 0 0 0 59% 456 422 206 187 183 363 


Tour Yankee Stadium! 


ogaggqonno0000 Goonoognoosooooo0! PEELE ERLE 


You’re invited to experience New York history! 
Highlights of the Tour include: 


Dugout Area, Press Box, Monument Park, 
Scoreboard Operations, Yankee History 


Tours availabie 
eo through Friday, 10am-4pm, Saturday 10am-12noon 
April through October tours are not available on game days. 


Minimum group - 12 people 
Reservations Only 


Prices: 
Adults - $8, Children under 14 and Senior Citizens - $4 
Proceeds benefit the Yankee Foundation 


Did you know... 


April 18, 1923 May 28, 1946 September 30,1973. 
Yankee Stadium opens First) Stadium nightigame Last Home game in old stadium 


i923 October“5, 1953 April 5, 1976 
First World Series ‘Yankees win fifth straight Remodeled Stadium opens 
May 30,1938 * Kose: October 2, 1979: 
Record 81, 841 vs. Boston October 4, 1965 Pope John Paul II celebrates Mass 
Pope-Pan! V1 celebrates Mass 


Enjoy the feeling of sitting in the same dugout, walking the same field 
and entering the hallowed grounds of the clubhouse of the past and 
present Yankee greats.Relive the tradition of great memories 


Call 718- 57964531 


and reserva Pa.) place at 
“The House that Ruth Built” 


Nie 
J c\ 


L 
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as any player 
hada more 
turbulent, yet 


exciting, last three seasons 
than Darryl Strawberry? 
Strawberry, 35, has run the 
gamut of emotions during his 
tenure with the Yankees, from 
the excitement of hitting his 
00th homer and winning 
another World Series, to the 
frustration and disappointment 
of missing time due to injury. 
Unfortunately for Strawberry, 
the latter is what last season 
felt lke, He accumulated only 


at-bats before needing 


gery on his 2 to 


repair inflammation of the 
art 


knee cap. St 


ular surface under bi 


berry worked 


hard to be back for the 


pennant chase, but his 


ison—and his Yankee 


c 


er—ended on September 
21 as the Yankees excused 
him from the team to begin a 
knee rehab program. Or s¢ 
thought, 
Strawberry worked out in 


Tampa during the offseas 


i 
and felt, in his words, “at the 


top of my-conditioning right 


now. 


After watching Straw work 


fankees re-signed 


(0 but patrol the outtield 


1@ again. He now factors 


into the lef 


quation for '98 


Now, Darryl is determined 


that stirs Ne\ 


‘My whole thing is to come 


inhealthy and show that I'm, 


ready for whatever they need 


me to do,” he said 


. 


Oo U ror 2D 


DARRYLSTRAWBERRY AVG. —_-G. AB RoW 2B “Ret so 88 
1997 YANKEES 103 7 3 ; 5 7 
Major League Career 9 4, oa 12 240 987 3 126211 


he long and 
Winding road that 
has made stops in 
Milwaukee, Philadelphia, 
Chicago, Seattle and 
Pittsburgh, has landed Dale 
Sveum in the Bronx. One of 
the newest players to don the 
pinstripes, Sveum brings his 
Vversatlty to the infield, 

The switch-hitting, right- 
handed third baseman was 
signed by the Yanks' to help 
fill the void at that position, As 
a utility infielder for the Pirates 
last year, he made 47 
‘appearances (39 star's) at 
third base, 28 (13) at 
shortstop, 21 (10) at first base, 
and two at second base, He 
went without an error in his last 


51 games, a streak that lasted 


om July 23 through the end 


of the season. 

Sveum ended '97 hitting 
261 with 12 HRs and 47 RBI, 
including a nine-game hitting 
streak in June. Of his 80 hits, 
21 were for extra bases (20 
doubles, one triple). 

The 6-2, California native is 
set to make another jump 
across leagues and could 
prove to be a valuable asset in 
many of the smaller hitter- 
friendly American League 
parks. Much like Wade Boggs 
and Charlie Hayes split time at 
third in ‘97, Sveum and Scott 
Brosius figure to platoon at the 
hot comer this year. With the 
ability to play any spot in the 
infield and hit from both sides 
of the plate, Sveum figures to 
be a big part of the Yank: 
infield in '98, 


DALE SVEUM AGG ABR H 2B 3B HR RBI BBCSO SB 
1997 PIRATES a a ne, 20 1 a 7 a 80 
Major League Career 2399 783 


erhaps the most 

telling story about 

David Wells can be 
related through a rather high- 
profile purchase he made 
during the 1997 season. Two 
starts before the All-Star 
break, he wore a $35,000 
cap that had belonged to 
Babe Ruth in front of a 
national TV audience, After 
all, what better way is there to 
honor an idol? 

David Wells is as dynamic 
as he is brawny, and his 
performance as he lived his 
dream of pitching in 
Pinstripes in '97 showed it to 
the World, Never one to shy 
away from the glare of public 
attention, Wells ate up 
pressure situations one after 
another. 

He 


four of those wins coming at 


is 12-6 at night, with 


the Stadium. Of his 16 wins, 


seven came after a Yankees 


loss. His best performance of 


the regular season came on 


July 80 in an afternoon game 


against Oakland, He pitched 


his second com 


the se id struck out 16 


son ai 


batters, tying David Cone 


he second-highest single- 
game strikeout total in 


Yankees history. 


Wells, a life-long Yankees 


fan, made it known how 


happy he was 


last season. His 


bravado are som 


over the top, yet, his love and 
respect for Yankees tradition 


and excellence should guar. 


antee another outstanding 


‘season for Wells in ‘98. 


DAVID WELLS wok fA Gs GSH OVP SH OR ER BBCSO 
1987 YANKEES i 10 42 @ w 5 2 O 28 239 109 102 45 156 
Major League Career = 1068S 4.02, 38021013 H,681 1685795728 ANG 1,078 


EMIGRANT SAVINGS BANK 
AND NEW YORK YANKEES FANS... 
Two GREAT NEw YorK TRADITIONS. 


Building a Champion 
calls for a sound 
strategy, the best 
resources, and support 
from the greatest fans 
in baseball. Emigrant 
Savings Bank has 
been helping Yankees 
fans meet their 


financial goals since 


that first World 
Championship in 1923. For details on our high-rate CDs, checking and money market 
accounts, retirement accounts, mortgages and life insurance products, call Emigrant at 
(212) 850-4444, 


Proud sponsor of Emigrant New York Yankees Bat Day—June 7, 1998. 


Member FDIC Lay 


hen people 

talk about 

the best 
center fielders in the game 
today, the list is impressive 
and Bernie Williams’ name is 
on it. However, talk to many 
Yankee fans, and his name 
will appear in much more 
impressive company ~ among 
the greatest centerfielders in 
Yankees history. 

DiMaggio, Mantle and 
now,..Williams, In just five full 
major-league seasons, 
Williams has not only become 
a fan favorite, but an 
indispensible part of the 
Yankees organization 
Patrolling the outfield with a 
grace and ease not 


since Mat 


's days, he 


hard plays look easy 
and outstanding plays 
routine. 


Aterr 


hit his 100th career 


in the last 


capped a year in which 


Puerto Rico native hit .3; 
with 21 HRs and 10 
including 33 RBI in 


34 games to 


ich the 


century mark for the s 
wil 


of only four players to hit at 
least 18 HRs from each side 
0 


years. 1997 also marked his 


of the plate in 


first All-Star appear 


Entering 


season in Pinst 


is the m: 
Always hustling and giving 
forth maximum effort and 
sportsmanship, Bernie 


constantly proves himself to 


be’one of the Yan 


valuable assets, 


1997 YANKEE 
Major League Career 


Package Gift ideas! 


‘97 Insider Package 
io 4 You get 97 Yearbook, '97 Media Guide 


9% sates and '97 Post-Season Media Guide and 
side 1 '97 Team Photo for only $351! You 80s Yearhook Packa 5 


Save $9! All books are $13 each purchased a al the classic yeartiooks, from 
__ ae 90 right up through ’97!!! 
shipping and handling) Bought separately you'd pay over $80! 
Buy the complete set for $70! 
(While supplies last. Limited time only) 


Paw Yor 


Media Guide Package 
Special Books Package aq Get the 95, '96 and '97 Media Guides 
Get the 96 and '97 Division Series programs, ‘96 World = and the ‘97 Post-Season Media Guide 
Series program, ‘97 Subway Series, ‘97 Mattingly Day : fy for only $35. Bought separately you'd 
Book and '97 Post-Season Media Guide!!! Bought . pay nearly S50! 
separately: over $60! Your price for the set for $50! 


$ g : DEFENSE cegin | 5 
: f 13 Mattingly Special 
Get Mattingly Day Program, Yankees 
Magazine special issue, Collector's 
Edition Montage Photo, retirement 
press conference photo and two 
action shots for only $30!!! 


All other books PRINT NAME 
available in our 
Bookshelf ad. 
Check the table 
of contents of 
Yankees Magazine 
for special offers as x 
LA CARTE or call: Check or money orders ONLY made out to: Yankees 


Borie Bookshelf. Please mail to; Yankee Bookshelf, Attn: Photos, 
Post Season Metin Guides ot $13 each 718-579-4495 for Yankee Stadium, Bronx, NY 10451. Allow 4-6 weeks for 


delivery. Offer for a limited time only. 


ADDRESS 


___ TOTAL ENCLOSED 


native of Jersey 

City, NU, Wille 

Banks began his. 
1997 campaign as a non- 
roster invitee to the Yankees 
spring training camp. Re- 
assigned to the Columbus 
Clippers on March 20, Banks: 
compiled a 14-5 record with a 
4.27 ERA in 33 games (24 
starts). His impressive season 
{ed to a promation on 
September 9. 


his outstanding 

prospect out of 

the University of 
Jacksonville has suffered 
through an early career filled 
with bad timing. After 
experiencing a log-jam of 
talent in the Tigers 
organization, Cruz was 
signed into the Yankee 
system just as Tino Martinez 
and Cecil Fielder inherited 
first. But the lefty slugger has 


ORLANDO HE! 


ome ballplayers 

travel a figuratively 

long and tough road 
to the Major Leagues, but 
none are as hard as the one 
Orlando Hernandez has 
taken 

In December, Hernandez, 

along with seven other 
people, defected from Cuba 
ina small, make-shift raft 
and though aiming for 
Florida, landed on Anquilla 


a 


Or 
rt 
AT 
The 28-year-old righty anda 1.93 ERA. 
wasted no time as he entered “Ive been wanting to be a 
the game that night in relief of Yankee since | was six years 
Dwight Gooden and posted old,” Banks said, “It's been a 


his first Major League victory 
in three years in an 8-6 come 
from behind win in Boston. 
Banks ended the 97 
‘season with a record of 


I 


WILLIE BANKS: Wo 


1997 YANKEES a) 
Major League Career 2935 


perservered, He hit 83 
homers in his last three 
seasons in the minors and 
drove in 90 oF more runs in 
each of those seasons, After 
gelting his first taste of the 
bigs last year, Cruz is even 


more determined to earn an 


U 
WAN CRUZ AVG, AB 
1997 Columbus 300 417 
1997 YANKEES 250 20 


Cay, a small Carribean island 
Two and a half months later, 
he became a New York 
Yankee, Just like the other two 
pitchers acquired by the 
Yankees over the last year 
and a half, El Duque seems to 
be living a dream 

“| now have the opportunity 
to play organized baseball,” 
said Hernandez, who had 
been banished from playing 
baseball in his native Cuba. 


long time coming, I'm just glad 
{could make the best of it.” 

Look for Banks to continue 
his great pitching in the Bronx 
1998 


H R 
FRA SVP 80 
cn Cn 
494 0 5022541952 


extended stay in the Bronx in 
'98. ‘It's something you 
always dream about and I'm 
so lucky to have that,” Cruz 
said of his big-league stint 
"To get back for good is the 
next step and | won't stop 
until | achieve that goal,” 


“The Yankees have been 
my favorite team since | 
was little.” 

The Yankees will start 
Hernandez in the minor 
leagues and do not want to 
tush his development, but if 
the man they call “El Duque 
is as good as the scouts say 
he is, he could be seen in 
pinstripes in ‘98. 

And he won't need a raft 
to get here. 


A Delta Air Lines 


—ON TOP OF THE WORLD” 


fly wherever you do. 


Maybe it’s to present that arduous 
proposal clenched tightly in your 
hands. Or simply to accept an 
award earned for a lifetime's work. 
Whatever your reason for flying, 
you have business on your mind. 
And the fact that you arrive relaxed 
and prepared is just as important 
to us as why and where 

you're going. Which is why, at 
Delta Air Lines, we make it our 
business to ensure getting 

to that important place is 


as smooth as possible. 


©1998 Delta Air Lines, Inc. Call your Travel Agent or Delta Air Lines at 1-800-221-1212, or visit us at www.delta-air.com 


hey say you can't 

go home again. 

Then again, 
“they’ never played 
professional baseball, But 
Marty Janzen, who began his 
career in the Yankees’ 
organization before being 
traded to Toronto as part of 
the deal that brought David 
Cone to New York, is coming 
home. 

The 26-year-old right- 


hander was picked up by 
Arizona in the expansion 
draft, and made his way back 
to the Yankees when he was 
traded for Andy Fox. He's got 
four solid pitches, including a 
fastball, curveball, slider, and 
changeup, and controls those 
pitches well. He's a good 


P 
MARTY JANZEN woe 
4997 TORONTO 25 ih 
Major League Totals = 67 


FRA sv PSO 
36000 «2 28 17 
639 0 (982 «118 BA 


fielder and a solid athlete who 
can be an excellent addition 
to any bullpen 

Toronto called him up from 
the minors twice last season, 
and he pitched well out of the 
bullpen in August and 
September en route to a 2-1 
record in 12 games. 


hen he was 

growing up 

in Queens, 
Mike Jerzembeck was just a 
D- of 4-tfain away from 
reaching Yankee Stadium, 
Alter a stellar season in the 
minors last season, Yankee 
Stadium may once again be 
within his sight. The 25-year- 
ld right-hander jumped 
through the Yankees 
organization faster than the 


he on-again, off- 

again Yankees 

saga of Scott 
Pose is back on again for the 
1998 season. Pose will go 
into the Trivial Pursuit 
archives as the person to get 
the first hit in Marlins history, 
Soon after, he was gone. He 
resurfaced with the Yankees 
via a minor-league contract in 
November 1996, and shuttled 
back and forth four times 


D-train would, making a stop 
at Double-A Norwich before 
advancing to Triple-A 
Columbus. The fifth-round 
dralt pick in the 1993 draft 
went 7-5 with a 3.59 ERA in 
190.1 innings in Columbus 
after he notched a 2-1 record 
with a 1.71 ERA in eight starts 


P 


1997 Columbus 


MIKE JERZEMBECK = WL. 
7 
1997 Norwich 2 


JO 


between Columbus and the 
Bronx in ‘97, Pose logged the 
bulk of his Bronx field time in 
Bernie Williams’ absence, 
doing a solid fill-in job in left 
and center. Waived in 
October, Pose is now back 
with the Yanks and looks to 


<E JERZEMBEC 


W710 4200 ta. 


with Norwich, His impressive 
ascent gives him an outside 
shot of making the big club 
this year 

feel like I'm getting more 
exposure and the next step is 
the bigs,” he said, ‘I'm ready 
to prove | belong 


1301 125118 


TT POSE 


tide the Columbus Shuttle 
once again in ‘98 

It feels good to at least 
have a shot. I've done all the 
right 
to go up to the Bronx and 


never go back to the minors 


things. Now, | just want 


10) F 
scorrpose AVG. ABHOR BLS 
1997 Columbus Te | a: ir 
YANKEES 28 «87 619 f $3 


Baking New York’s 
Favorite Pretzel 
for Over 60 Years. 


NEW YORK PRETZEL 
200 Moore Street, Brooklyn, NY 11206 
Tel: (718) 366-9800 FAX: (718) 821-4544 


1998 NEw YORK YANKEES @ OFFICIAL TEAM YEARBOOK 


THE YANKEES’ HEART-OF-THE-ORDER 
PUTS UP NUMBERS FOR THE AGES. 
ARE THEY THE GAME S BEST TRIO? 


By STEVEN GOLDMAN 


1998 New YORK YANKEES @ OFFICIAL TEAM YEARBOOK 


is too early to call the New 
York Yankees of 1995-97 a 
dynasty, even by the limited, 
modern baseball sense of 
the word, If, in the future, 
this very successful edition 
of the team is memorialized, what will 
‘stand out as much as the superior won- 
lost records and the World Championship 
will be the accomplishments of 
centerfielder Bernie Williams, first 
baseman Tino Martinez, and rightfielder 
Paul O'Neill, These three make up the 
heart of the offense that drove the 
Bombers to the 1996 World Series and 
the 1997 Divisional Series. This trio, 
hitting third, fourth, and fifth in Joe Torre's 
customary batting order, has in its own 
way been as dominant as any in the 
history of the game. Others before them 
have surely been more spectacular. You 
don't need to read an eyewitness report 


Cubs in the World Series. For spectators 
of the time, it must have seemed as if 
these sorts of things happened every 
day, which they very often did, 

Even today, others put up numbers 
that are more impressive on the surface, 
The middle of the Seattle Mariners’ order 
features a career .317 hitter in Edgar 
Martinez, a 50-homer man in Ken Griffey, 
Jr, and @ 40-homer man in Jay Buhner. 
The Indians' trio of Jim Thome (40 
homers), Manny Ramirez (.328 average, 
26 homers) and David Justice (.329 
average, 33 homers) also boasts striking 
numbers. Though their statistics are not 
as gaudy as those of their Kingdome or 
Jacobs Field counterparts, the law firm of 
Williams, Martinez and O'Neill make up 
for much of the difference by not being 
subject to many of the weaknesses 
commonly associated with power hitters, 

Take Griffey and company. As 


into double plays. And so on and so 
forth, throughout the major leagues. 
Almost every team in baseball has at 
least one soft spot in the heart of its 
order, an escape hatch that can be taken 
by the opposition. 

Every team but one. Paul O'Neill does 
not swing at bad pitches. Bernie Williams 
hits into few double plays, Tino Martinez 
has Buhner power, but unlike Buhner, he 
isn't an all-or-nothing hitter: striking out 
only 75 times in 1997, he led the 
American League in sactifice flies, a 
testimony to his measured approach at 
the plate, Not since George Bell in 1987 
has a hitter had as many homers and 
struck out less frequently, Martinez gets 
no bragging rights on the Yankees: 
Williams and O'Neill are just as deadly as 
Martinez with runners on base. In fact, in 
both 1996 and 1997, all three hit well 
‘over 300 with runners in scoring position, 


WHAT MAKES THE THREE YANKEES SO DANGEROUS IS THEIR CONSISTENCY. 


THEY DON’T HIT 50 HOMERS OR AVERAGE 350. 


ALL THEY DO IS HURT YOU, BECAUSE THEY ARE UNCANNILY SIMILAR HITTERS, 


to know that; a look at the numbers alone 
will tell you how much you've missed. 
Look at the Yankees of the '20s and early 
‘30s. Over his career, Babe Ruth 
averaged 46 home runs a season, and 
his career batting average was .342, but 
in most years he exceeded those 
numbers, Lou Gehrig, though quieter, 
was just as good: a .340 average, 40- 
plus home runs, as many as 184 RBI, 
and though slow, could hit the ball so 
monstrously far that he often was in 
double figures for triples. These numbers 
are amazing, but the magic wasn't just in 
the box scores. They did it on the field, in 
glorious explosions of fireworks. On June 
3, 1932, Gehrig smashed four homers 
against the Athletics, and just missed 
hitting a fifth. In that same game, second 
baseman Tony Lazzeri hit for the cycle 
That October 1, Ruth climaxed his career 
by calling his shot against the Chicago 


dangerous as this group is, they offer 
some weaknesses for opposing pitchers 
to exploit. Pure home-run hitters, Buhner 
and Griffey are vulnerable to the 
strikeout, and the Kingdome’s astroturf 
surface makes Buhner and Martinez's 
lack of speed especially dangerous; the 
trio hit into 56 double plays in 1997. As 
for the Cleveland power company, this 
notorious trio of sluggers presents some 
margin for error in Jim Thome's 


O'Neill was the most formidable of the 
three, recording an incredible .428 
average in ‘97. 

What makes the three Yankees so 
dangerous is their consistency. They 
don't hit 50 homers or average .350, All 
they do is hurt you, because they are 
uncannily similar hitters. (See chart below) 

The differences between the three are 
minor - Bernie has more speed, Tino 


146 strikeouts and Manny 
Ramirez's light hitting with runners 


G ABR H 2B 38 HR RBI BB K SB AVG SUG _OBP 


in scoring position. Other teams 
are no different. Mo Vaughn will 
chase bad pitches - he struck out 
154 times in 1997. Frank Thomas 


Williams: 
‘O'Neill 
Martinez 


and Albert Belle demonstrated the 
wisdom of Casey Stengel's ancient 
admonition, not to put two slow right- 
handers back to back in the batting 
order, when Belle led the league in hitting 


more power, What all three have in 
common, is extreme patience. They are 
power hitters, but strike out infrequently 
and hit for high averages. If one word 


Steven Goldman is a freelance writer based in Plainsboro, NJ. He is a regular contributor to Yankees Magazine. 
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162 636 107 185 37 7 20 94 84 101 16 292 464 (374 
162 554 79 189 34 2 22 96 74 91 9 267 .473 369 
162 582 81 16131 2 30 108 64 88 2 276 488 347 
“Numbers are carear averages projected over 162 games. 
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Paul O'Neill, Tino Martinez 


| and Bernie Williams accomplished ’ 
a rare feat for even the best 


3-4-5 combos: They all knocked 
in 100 or more RBI in “97. 


summarizes them, it is "control." None of 
them will give away at-bats by being a 
wild swinger. They do not get themselves 
out, they simply put the bat on the ball 
and drive in runs. The benefit to the 
Yankees is enormous. When your hitters 
are not striking out and not hitting into 
double plays, then even their outs can be 
productive, advancing runners and 
setting up opportunities for hitters further 
down in the order. In a world of free 
swingers, Williams, Martinez and O'Neill 
are throwbacks to an earlier era. 

The mere existence of the Yankee 
batting order is a sort of miracle. Finding 
three hitters of this caliber batting back to 
back in the same lineup is highly unusual 
That's why only the 1927 Yankees get to 
be called "Murderer's Row’ - because 


there was more to the team than just Ruth 
and Gehrig. The whole order was 
stacked. Historically, even the best clubs 
have had only one or two top-quality 
middle-of-the-order hitters. After that 
there are some compromises, the 
offensive equivalent of "Spahn and Sain 
and pray for rain." Try the World 
Champion 1980 Philadelphia Phillies. 
Batting third, Mike Schmidt; clean up, 
Greg Luzinski. Batting fifth: Manny Trillo? 
And with all due respect to the Yankees’ 
manager, whose name is out of place in 
this batting order from the World 
Champion 1957 Milwaukee Braves? Hank 
Aaron, Eddie Mathews or Frank Torre? 
Today's teams are not any deeper. 

Any comparison of current middle of 
the order hitters shoves the Yankees’ 
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slugging three to the top of the list. In 
1997, the average American League #3 
hitter had a batting average of .295, a 
slugging average of .492, and an on- 
base percentage of .375. Bernie Williams 
exceeded alll three figures by large 
margins, The average clean-up hitter 
slugged 31 homers, drove in 111 runs, 
and struck out more than 180 times. Tino 
Martinez surpassed the average by 13 
homers and 30 RBI. The typical #5 hitter 
in 1997 was a sluggardly basher who hit 
278 and drove in 91 runs. Paul O'Neill's 
324 average and 117 RBI speak for 
themselves 

What makes these numbers even more 
impressive is that in large part, they were 
compiled under pennant-race pressure 
Over the past three years, Williams, 
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Martinez and O'Neill have scorched 
the Yankees’ American League 
East rivals, with Bernie hitting .309 
with 23 homers, Tino (including his 
last year with Seattle) .297 with 26 
homers and Paul contributing .311 
and 15 round-trippers. 

In case you are still inclined to 
dismiss Williams et. al. as 
lightweights, consider that unlike 
those sluggers that drive the Red 
Sox, Orioles, Indians and Mariners, 
the Yankees do their hitting in a 
park that does not encourage 
offense. Although Yankee Stadium's 
fences have been adjusted over 
the years so that they are not quite 
the deterrent to scoring the way 
they were in the days of Jacob 
Ruppert (or even Mickey Mantle), 
the park is at best a neutral site, 
and bears no resemblance to the 
modern launching pads that have 
been built throughout baseball 


Given nine starters to choose 
from, there are nearly 400,000 ways 
to write out a batting order. During 
the last two years, Joe Torre has 
been able to pencil three of the 
most professional hitters in 
baseball into the middle of his 
lineup card. Most teams have to 
make some compromises to get 
power production, playing Dave 
Kingman (or even Cecil Fielder)- 
style sluggers for their long-ball 
ability even though they are at best 
average hitters. The Yankees’ 
power corps has none of their 
weaknesses. No one may ever 
name a candy bar after Paul O'Neill 
or offer Bernie Williams the chance 
to sell men's underwear, but that's 
because these stealthy batsmen 
are ballplayers first and matinee 
idols second. They don't need 
to be dramatic, because all they 
do is win. 


YEARBOOK 


Thurman Munson, 


( 
THE BEST OF THEIR TIME? Reggie Jackson a “4 
Although not comparable to the '27 Yankees, the '96-97 trio of Williams, Martinez d h h bli . - 
‘and O'Neil are among, if not a the top of, the games’ present-day elite and Chris Chambliss. * 
powered the Yanks 
The Best Ever: toa World 
1927 Yankees ANG. AR RBI Championship 
3. Babe Ruth 356 0 164 in 1977. 
4, Lou Gehrig 373 47 175. 
5. Bob Meusel 337 8 103 
1997 Yankees AVG. HR RBI 
3. Bernie Williams 328 2 100 
4. Tino Martinez. 296 at 141 
5, Paul O'Neill 324 2 7 
1969 Orioles AVG. AR RBI 
3. Frank Robinson 308 32 100 
4, Boog Powell 304 37 121 
5, Brooks Robinson 234 23 84 
1976 Reds ANG. HR RBI 
3, Joe Morgan 0 2 i 
4, Tony Perez 260 19 31 
5. George Foster 306 a 121 
1977 Yonkees NG. HR RBI 
3. Thurman Munson 308 18 100 
4, Reggie Jackson 286 32 410 
5, Chris Chambliss 287 7 0 
1978 Dodgers AVG, HR RBI 
3 Reggie Sith 207 2 a 
4, Ron Cey 244 30 110 
5, Steve Garvey. 297 33 115 
1996 Mariners ANG. HR RBI 
3. Edgar Martinez 327 26 103 
4. Ken Griffey, Jr. 303 49 140 
5, Jay Buhner 271 at 138 
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11 1960, during his inaugural address, John F. 
Kennedy uttered an unforgettable line that 
would eventually be embedded into America’s 
heart and soul: “Ask not what your country can do for 
you, but what you can do for your country.” Well, the 
Yankees have taken JFK's advice one step 
further. Not only have the Yankees 
shown that they are willing to 


“Jackie Robinson was 


Yankees enabled the Foundation 
to keep Jackie's spirit alve, The 
Foundation grants collage 
scholarships to promising 
minority students, and is 
supporting 169 Jackie 
Robinson scholars 
attending 


institutions 
lh le es Ws kl important part of American 
those less fortunate on a op | » across the 

story, not just baseball history, 

focallevel,butonatnainal “Ariba country in 
dndtinternatinnal scale ag Steinbrenner said. “The Yankees 1997-98. 
well, Whether the Yankees are honored to make this According 
are doing small things contribution which, through the to 
(donating caps to children lives of the young people, will Principal 
in Poland), or big acts benefit and continue Jackies legacy Owner 
(Gonating $100,000 to the of an unceasing pursuit of peas 


Jackie Robinson Foundation), 
they make certain the impact of 
their generosity is felt, 

Through the course of 1997, the Yankees, as an 
organization, have contributed time and money to 
numerous worthy causes, but one of the more 
noteworthy contributions involved keeping a legacy 
alive that began 50 years hence. By donating 
$100,000 to the Jackie Robinson Foundation, the 


a 


THE ALL-STAR CAFE ON DECEMBER 18. 


excellence.” 


DAVID CONE AND JOE TORRE HELPED COLLECT FOOD AND ALSO MET YANKEE FANS WHEN THEY HELPED CITY HARVEST AT 


Steinbrenner, the Yankees could 
‘not have found a better way to 
spend their money. 
“Jackie Robinson was an important part of 
‘American history, not just baseball history, 
Steinbrenner said. “The Yankees are honored to 
make this contribution which, through the lives of the 
young people, will benefit and continue Jackie's 
legacy of an unceasing pursuit of excellence. 


MACOMBS DAM PARK, LOCATED ACROSS FROM YANKEE STADIUM, WAS 
RENOVATED THROUGH THE FIELD OF DREAMS PROGRAM, 


Leonard Coleman, chaitman of the Jackie 
Robinson Foundation and president of the National 
League, noted that such contributions cannot be 
overstated. The money is invaluable to giving at 
least one less fortunate child the chance to pursue 
histher dream. 

“As a scholarship student myself, | know the 
importance of receiving financial assistance in order 
to have an opportunity to pursue your dreams," 
Coleman said, "This generous donation from the 
New York Yankees will be used to endow a 
scholarship in the team’s name, It is fitting that there 
will now always be a Jackie Robinson/Yankees 
Scholar associated with a team that has a legacy as 
champions surpassed only by Jackie Robinson's 


THE YANKEES AND ADIDAS DONATED SHIRTS AND CAPS TO 
YOUNG BALLPLAYERS IN SUNNYSIDE, QUEENS. 
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THE NEW YORK YANKEES DONATED $100,000 TO THE JACKIE ROBINSON FOUNDATION IN A 


SPECIAL CEREMONY AT THE ALL-STAR CAFE 


own historic contribution to sports and society,” 

As tremendous as that contribution was for the 
Yankees, it was hardly the only charitable act in 
which they were participants in ‘97. The New York 
Yankees Community Council donated over $250,000 
in'97 to various causes throughout New York. As 
part of the overall total, the Counell teamed up with 
adidas to designate $100,000 toward programs 
such as the Most Valuable Pupil Scholarship Award 
($1,500 scholarships given to 24 pupils throughout 
the Bronx), the Bronx Litle League Support Awards 
(27 awards of $1,000 given) and the Youth 
Leadership Corp. Awards (46 awards of 
$500 given). The Yankees Foundation 
teamed up with the Council for the other 
$150,000 to support programs like the Bronx 
Museum for the Arts, Neighborhood 
Association for Intercultural Afairs, 
Claremont Neighborhood Centers and 
Harlem R.B.L. a league set up to introduce 
and give inner-city kids a chance to play 
baseball 

In addition, the Yankees doubled the 
scholarship money four students were due 
to receive for winning a Jackie Robinson 
essay contest sponsored by The New York 


Post and Fox §, giving 
the students $10,000 
instead of $5,000. Martin 
Singerman, president and 
publisher of The Post 
remarked, “It's a great 
thing you do - for all the 
best reasons, It's so 
good, we've just got to let 
‘everyone know about it.” 

Besides contributing 
money, the Yankees also 
helped students in other 
ways: A group of 
students from Morris High 
School received a special 
behind-the-scenes tour of 
Yankee Stadium, which included the Media Relations 
and Publications departments discussing the many 
facets of their job, The Yankees also introduced 
“Homework Online," a program that permits children 
to receive and post homework assignments at 
Yankees Interactive, a part of the Yankees’ web site 
(htipy/www.yankees.com), Assignments in math, 
communication skills and social studies centered 
around the Yankees. And, moving abroad, the 
Yankees donated baseball caps to a teacher in 
Poland, who then dispersed them to his top 


JOE DIMAGGIO, DON MATTINGLY AND GEORGE STEINBRENNER HONORED FOUR 
‘SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS ON OPENING DAY. 


THE YANKS CONTRIBUTED TO THE USA BOOTH AT THE 
INTERNATIONAL FAIR IN THE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL AT 
BRUSSELS. 


sludents, As the Yankees displayed in 1997, they 
know that youth matters. 

Hitting even closer to home, the Yankees 
participated in the True Value Field of Dreams for the 
second straight year, which is designed to restore 
fields in surrounding communities with supplies 
(clay, fencing, wood, etc.) donated by True Value 
Hardware Stores, Six prospective fields at Macombs 
Dam Park, St. Mary's Park, Bailey Playground and 
Haffen Park were selected to be refurbished, with 
the Yankees own grounds crew lending a helping 
hand to ensure Macombs Dam Park, a field across 
the street from Yankee Stadium, was in fine playing 
condition, 

The Yankees sponsored countless other in- 
stadium charitable events. On July 26, the Yankees 
successtully celebrated their 
second annual ‘Christmas in July" 
prior to the game against the 
Seattle Mariners, Fans showed 
their generous spirit by bringing 
coats, clothing, canned and boxed 
non-perishable foods, eyeglasses, 
hearing aids and naw toys to the 
Stadium. All of the items helped 
local community groups in 
assisting those less fortunate 
‘Among the many volunteers were 
the Salvation Army (Greater NY 
Division), Bronx Unit, and 
volunteers coordinated by Craig 
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JOE PEPITONE MADE A SPECIAL HOSPITAL VISIT TO SEE TONY 
BONAURO, A LIFETIME FAN WHO HAD BEEN HOSPITALIZED AFTER 
BRAIN SURGERY. 


Evans. They joined Santa's helpers in collecting 
donations from the New York Jaycees and the U.S 
Marines/Bronx Unit - 6th Communications Battalion 
with thei "Toys for Tots" program. 

(On a more personal level, several Yankees and 
ex-Yankees surrendered some of their valuable time 
to help out. For example, David Cone and manager 
Joe Torre helped City Harvest collect a total of 
418,500 pounds of food on December 18 as part of a 


24 


two-day food drive to strike out hunger. 
Derek Jeter, meanwhile, celebrated his 
23d birthday last season by announcing a 
program called Jeter’s Leaders, a 
‘community-action program that recognizes 
young men and women in their 
‘communities who exhibit extraordinary 
leadership while spreading the message of 
drug-and alcohol-abuse prevention. Even 
former Yankees have chipped in as Reggie 
Jackson started the “Mr. October 
Foundation,” 


a non-profit organization, and 
Joe Pepitone made a trip to the hospital to 
see fan Tony Bonauro, who had been 
hospitalized after brain surgery 

Other important contributions the 
Yankees have made include: 
THE YANKEE FOUNDATION 

The Yankees donated $400,000 to area youth- 
oriented, non-profit organizations through the Yankee 


Foundation in 1997. Since its inception in 1973, the 


Yankees have contributed to vital New York 
community projects through this philanthropic 
organization founded by Yankees Principal Owner 
George Steinbrenner. 

THe Wurtney M. YOunG, Jr. 
MEMORIAL FOOTBALL CLASSIC 


ADIDAS MVP SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS, REPRESENTING 
ALL HIGH SCHOOLS IN THE BRONX, ARE CONGRATULATED IN 
‘A PRE-GAME CEREMONY, 


Although a person normally would not associate 
football with the Yankees, the Bronx Bombers have 
underwritten the Classic in association with the New 
York Urban League for 21 years. Proceeds from the 
game provide needed funds to help minority youth 
gain financial assistance in pursuit of a college 
education. 

THE SILVER SHIELD FOUNDATION 

The Foundation, established in 1981 by George 
Steinbrenner, provides college scholarships to the 
children of New York Police Officers, Firefighters and 
State Troopers killed in the line of duty. 

A Major BLoop Donor ErrorT 

To promote donations among local youth, the 
Yankees teamed up with the New York Blood Center 
to create the 1997 High 
School Blood Donor 
Championships, a competition 
‘among schools for the most 
blood donors. All participants 
became eligible to receive 
autographed Yankee 
memorabilia, while students 
from the winning school had a 
night in their honor at the 
Stadium. The program 
created 26,195 blood 
donations, an 11 percent 
increase in high-school 
donations as a result of the 
program, 
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New York 
ile Exchange 


DAVID CONE WAS NAMED THE MVP IN THE YANKEES-METS SERIES AND HAD $5,000 DONATED IN 


HIS NAME TO THE BRONX YMCA 


‘THESE STUDENTS IN POLAND (THAT'S RIGHT - POLAND) 
RECEIVED YANKEE CAPS FOR BEING AT THE TOP OF THEIR 
CLASS. 


New York YANKEES COMMUNITY 
CouNciL 

The New York Yankees Community Council 
assists the Yankees in broadening its Community 
Outreach Programs by donating money to various 
non-profit organziations who provide programs 
focused on youth development, community 
development and education throughout 
New York City 
PSAL/CHSAA SCHOLARSHIPS 

The Yankees donate five $1,000 scholarships 
every year to the Public School Athletic League and 
five to the Catholic High School Athletic Association 
for a total donation of $10,000. 


DEREK JETER CELEBRATED HIS 23RD BIRTHDAY BY ANNOUNCING A CHARITY PROGRAM 


CALLED "JETER’S LEADERS.” 


EDUCATION THROUGH BASEBALL 


In addition 


bove), t 


matic program - a fun, group m 


competition that combines baseball with basic math 


applications 
YANKEES BASEBALL CLINICS 


in 1997, the Yankees hosted over 3.000 kids 


through baseball clinics at Yankee Stadium. 


~~ 


i 


clinics were conducted by Yankees players and 
coaches for youth of the New York City area. 
PuBLIC SERVICE AWARDS 

Annually, the New York Yankees co-sponsor and 
host the Public Service Awards at Yankee Stadium. 


This awards ceremony honors individuals in the 


fields of law enforcement, firefighting, etc 
throughout New York State for performing heroic 


TWELVE UNIFORMED CITY AND STATE WORKERS WERE HONORED AT YANKEE STADIUM ON MAY 13 FOR ACTS OF BRAVERY, 


THEY 


iE (LEFT TO RIGHT) POLICE OFFICER FRANCIS LATTIMER, POLICE OFFICER TERRENCE MCALLISTER, NEW YORK STATE 


TROOPER PATRICK M. CULLEN, FIREFIGHTERS THOMAS HARRINGTON AND JOHN KROON, POLICE OFFICER MICHAEL REEHIL, 
TRANSIT POLICE SGT. CORNELIUS DOUGLAS, SUFFOLK COUNTY POLICE OFFICER JUAN DIAZ, HOUSING AUTHORITY POLICE 
OFFICER JOSEPH CATAPANO AND CORRECTIONS OFFICER JOSEPH SHELL. 
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BRIAN CASHMAN Gene MICHAEL Mark NEWMAN 
General Manager Director of Vice President, 
Major League Scouting, Player Development 


and Scouting 


Kim Ne ‘THomas May Gorbon BLAKELEY 
Assistant General Manager Major League Administrator Director of Payer Personnel 


Lin E, GARRETT Buty Connors Davip Szen 
Director of Scouting Pitching Coordinator Traveling Secretary 


ry A 
Joe Caro Rico Garcia DAN MATHESON 


Assistant Director, Assistant Director of Legal Counsel- 
Player Development and Scouting Player Development Player Development and Scouting 


Major LeaGue SCOUTS 
GENE MICHAEL Director of Major League Scouring 


Lin E, GARRETT .......- « .Director of Scouring 
GORDON BLAKELEY . , .Director of Player Personnel 
Jor Caro Assistant Director of Scouting 


Bos DIpIER . 
WADE TAYLOR .. 
GaalG NETTLES... 
RON HANSEN. 
RON Brand 
FRANK Dotson 
Cross-CHECKERS 

DAMON OPPENHEIMER. . . .Midwest Cross-Checker 
JoHN Cox ... 
Donny ROWLAND .. 
SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT SCOUTS 
Ker BARBER .. 
BILL. ERNSLIE 
LES PARKER . . 


Advance Scour 


Advance Scout 
~ “Major League Scout 
sees ee Major League Scout 
«Major League Scout 


« “Major League Scout 


West Coast Cross-Checker 
East Coast Cross-Checker 


+++ Ocala, FL 
ery Harbor, FL 
bobetes Tampa, FL 


SCOUTING 

RICH ARENA sos .e see ees « Fe, Lauderdale, FL 
Jor ARNOLD... beveeeee ee aLakeland, PL 
MIKE BAKER ..... + +++ Cave Creek, AZ 
MARK BATCHKO . Adlington, TX 
Bossy DEJARDIN .... « «Hidden Hills, CA 


LEE ELDER ........60.++4 +++ -Martinez, GA 
TIM KEUY .. 60.2260 e eee es New Lenox, IL. 


GREG ORR ..........+..+.. + Sacramento, CA 
Scorr PLels St. Charles, MA 
AR PRESBOTT . Bronx, NY 
Jor ROBISON ...... Dayton, TX 


PHIL ROSSI... 266666604 e ++ Archibald, PA 
Sveve WEBBER ............ Watkinsville, GA 
J. Leon Wort « «Nashville, TN, 


BILL “Yoct" YOUNG . . Long Beach, CA 


FOREIGN SCOUTING 

MANUEL DURAN ......... <Dominican Republic 
ORLANDO GRANDA 0.055 ov Brazil 
Dick Groch ille, MI 
Kant. HERON Panama 
RICARDO HERON . vee sees Panama 
RUDDY JABALERA . ican Republic 


VICTOR MATA .....00006 -Dominican Republic 
MANUEL THOMAS MEDINA. . .Dominican Republic 
Rowerto Morita 
Raut ORTEGA . 
JorGe OQUENDO 

JIM PATTERSON . .. 
Mane PICARD 2.2... 
Jose “Tivo” QuinTERO wi 
Luts Ramos .... - » Venezuela 
EDGAR RODRIGUEZ . . . Nic 
ARQUIMEDES ROJAS a3 Veneeucla 
DALE TILLERMAN 1... es eeee eee 
Roy WHITE ........0666 «+++. Oradell, NJ 


» Venezuela 


+ Venezuela 


raga 


inada 


Ciass AAA 


S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE 


COLUMBUS CLIPPERS 


STumP MERRILL 
1998 Manager 


winning a championship is winning it 
again. Just ask the Clippers. 

After winning the Governor's Cup in 
1996, Columbus came within one game of 
repeating as the International League 
champions in '97. Despite not winning what 
would have been their eighth 
championship, the season has to be 
considered a success. 

Columbus won its 10th division pennant, 
posted a 79-63 record, and almost set a 
couple of team records. The Clippers 
played a five-hour, 38-minute, 18-inning 
game - the longest game in time and 
second longest in innings in Clippers 
history. On August 1, Hideki Irabu made 
his first start for Columbus after being sent 
down from the Yankees. A crowd of 16,952, 
the second largest baseball crowd at 
Cooper Stadium, was on hand to witness 
the event. 

The Clippers also saw a number of their 
players enjoy stellar seasons and 
remarkable individual accomplishments. 
Ivan Cruz had another great year and 
moved into the Clippers’ all-time top 10 in 
both home runs and runs batted in. He hit 
24 HRs (increasing his two-year total up to 
52, sixth all-time in Clippers history), and 
95 RBI (moving him into ninth place in the 
Clippers’ record books). 

On August 6, in a game against 
Richmond, Mike Lowell became the first 
Clipper to hit for the cycle. Outfielder Ricky 
Ledee continued to show why he has a 
legitimate shot at playing in the majors, as 
he hit .306 with 10 HRs and 39 RBI in 43 
games. Despite missing much of the 
season with injuries, Ledee was stellar in 


] n baseball, the only thing harder than 


1155 W. MOUND STREET 
COLUMBUS, OH 43223-2298 
617/462-5250 


1997 RECORD: 79-63 
1997 FINISH: SECOND 


the outfield and made only 
two errors. 

The pitching was no less 
impressive. Starters Mike 
Jerzembeck and Ray Ricken 
went 7-5 and 11-7, 
respectively. Jerzembeck 
threw 118 Ks in 130.1 IP, 
Ricken hurled 99 Ks in 152.2 
IP. Willie Banks, who split his 
time between starting and 
relieving, went 14-5 (second- 
highest win total in the 
International League) with 
three saves and 130 Ks. 
Scott Rose saved 11 games, 
and Danny Rios and Mike 
Buddie provided strong 
middle relief. 

Some of the players who 
starred for Columbus last 
season — such as Lowell, Homer Bush, 
Banks, Jerzembeck, and Ledee - could be 
spending this summer in the Bronx, but 
fear not, loyal Columbus fans. The Clippers 
should be returning a solid core of players 
and getting a few highly touted call-ups 
from Double-A Norwich. 

Returning from the '97 lineup are Shane 
Spencer and Mike Figga, an outfielder and 
catcher, respectively. Figga hit .244 with 12 
HRs and 54 RBI, and only made 11 errors 
in 102 games behind the plate. Spencer 
led the team in HRs (30) and had the 
second most RBI (86). 

Katsuhiro Maeda, a starting pitcher for 
the Norwich Navigators last season, should 
be one of the new faces hoping to help the 
Clippers stay on top of the Western 
Division. The right-handed Maeda started 


ED) 


woe 


First baseman Ivan Cruz claimed Clipper of the Year 
honors for his outstanding "97 campaign. 


the season in the starting rotation but was 
moved to the bullpen mid-season, where 
he became a very effective reliever, and 
pitched 124.1 innings, the second most on 
the team. Also, Buddie will be returning 
and should help the Clippers’ pitching staff 
remain strong. The Clippers’ infield should 
also receive some help with the addition of 
first baseman Chris Ashby and middle 
infielder Gabby Martinez. Ashby played 
117 games at first base for Norwich and 
made only 19 errors, while Martinez, who 
split his time between shortstop and 
second, made only 17 errors in 73 games 

With the amount of talent on Columbus’ 
roster, and Stump Merrill's expert guidance, 
the Clippers will again be a force to be 
reckoned with in the International League's 
Western Division. 
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On THE Way UP 


Curis ASHBY 
BATS: Right THROWS: Right HEIGHT: 6’ 3” WEIGHT: 215 Ibs. AGE: 23 years old Ashby wielded a big bat at Norwich in '97 to the 
ACQUIRED: Yankees’ 1993 28th round pick. tune of 24 HRs and 82 RBI. His big bat and solid 
play at first base should earn him a spot on the 
I N F 1 E 1 D Clippers in ‘98. 
1997 CLUB AVG. AB ul ‘HR RBI $B 
Norwich 249 457 14 ry 82 10 
MIKE BUDDIE 
BATS: Right THROWS: Right HEIGHT: 6’ 3” WEIGHT; 210 Ibs. AGE: 27 years old Buddie was an important part of the Clippers’ 
ACQUIRED: Yankees’ 1992 4th round pick. bullpen in '97, as he recorded 67 K's in 75 IP. 


The right-handed reliever sported a record of 6-6 


2 role in the upcoming season, 
1997 CLUB L 


/ if /) / Norwich ' 0 ne 3 : 7 at 
LD covuntus 6 6 264 2 i 85 or 
MIKE FIGGA 
BATS: Right THROWS: Right HEIGHT: 6’ 0" WEIGHT: 200 Ibs. AGE; 27 years old As the anchor of the infield, Figga once again 
ACQUIRED: Signed as free-agent on May 21, 1990. showed why he's considered to be one of the top 


catchers in the Yankees organization, He 


errors. 


1997 CLUB 


i| / } [| Columbus a a % 2 a = 


KATSUHIRO MAEDA 


BATS: Right THROWS: Right HEIGHT: 6’ 2” WEIGHT: 215 Ibs. AGE: 26 years old The other hard-throwing Japanese right-hander 
ACQUIRED: From the Seibu Lions on May 16, 1996. started 21 games for the Navigators and has 


developed an impressive array of pitches, 


‘season in Columbus, but could find his way to 


1997 CLUB w L ERA sv Pp 4 so the Bronx in ‘98. 
His i iis Columbus 8 10 456 0 Tea 17 76 

GaBBy MARTINEZ 

BATS: Switch THROWS: Right HEIGHT: 6° 2” WEIGHT: 170 Ibs. AG Martinez was the renaissance man of the 

ACQUIRED: From Milwaukee on November 5, 1996. Navigators’ infield, playing 53 games at short- 
stop and 20 at second base. His versatility and 

Lon es 1 I D hot bat (.321, 54 RBI) will make him a valuable 

part of the Clippers this season. 

1997 CLUB AVG. 4 ‘HR RBI SB 

Norwich 321 nz 100 6 Cy a 


SHANE SPENCER 


BATS: Right THROWS: Right HEIGHT: 5' 11" WEIGHT: 210 Ibs. AGE: 26 years old Spencer had another outstanding season in '97, 
ACQUIRED: Yankees’ 1990 28th round pick. hitting 30 HRs and 86 RBI. His defensive skills 
are as exciting as his hitting. if Spencer 
for him to knock on the Bronx's door this season. 
1997 CLUB 
Columbus a = at 30 6 


THOMAS Dopp STADIUM 
14 Storr AVENUE 
Norwich, CT 06360 
860/887-7962 


1997 RECORD: 
1997 FINISH: SECOND 


LI] 


Trey HILLMAN 
1998 Manager 


coaches can depend on, it's that change is inevitable. 

Of course, manager Trey Hillman found that out the 
hard way in 1997, Minor league team or not, Norwich had 
a tumultuous season as there was hardly any position that 
did not undergo some sort of change. 

“It's strange to look back on the season and see how 
many we've had play different positions," Hillman said. "At 
any point in time we've had six different third basemen, 
six shortstops and second basemen, four first basemen, 
two catchers and four guys in right and center. That's a lat 
of change in the course of a season and it affects how 


| { there's one thing that minor-league managers and 


NORWICH NAVIGATORS 


73-69 


things turn out in games,” 

Not that the season turned 
disastrous for the Navigators; 
they just didn't do as well as they hoped they would. In 
mid-June, the Navigators sported a 41-29 record, but 
Injuries and call-ups dented their momentum and they 
finished with a respectable 73-69 record, During one 
stretch the Navigators persevered after losing most of the 
punch in their lineup when Gabby Martinez suffered a 
hamstring injury while Mike Lowell and Brian Buchanan 
were promoted to Triple-A Columbus. 

Still, there was no shortage of bright spots for the 


Luis DE Los SANTOS 


BATS: Right 
ACQUIRED: Signed as fre 


) 1997 CLUB w 
Tampa (A) 5 
Norwich (AA) 1 


THROWS: Right HEIGHT: 6’ 2”. WEIGHT: 187 Ibs. AGE: 20 years old 
ent on February 11, 1995, 


body AG bi leet: R 
ERA vi " 80 
2.34 612 49 39 
252 2% 2 15 


DARRELL EINERTSON 


Chris Ashby led the Navigators 
with 24 HRs and 82 RBI in '97. 


Navigators, Chris Ashby made the 
transition from catcher to first base and 
finished with 24 homers and 82 RBI. 
Kurt Bierek bounced back from a tough start to hit 18 
homers and 78 RBI. In addition, Martinez was exceptional 
at shortstop when he was healthy. Overall, Hillman was 
very pleased with the results in '97. 

"think welve seen development in everyone,” Hillman 
said, “We've had things we've had to persevere through, 
and, as a staff, | think we've done as much as possible to 
stay positive. This can be a really negative game but 
we've overcome that this year.” 


Blessed with the ability to bring the heat, Luis De 
Los Santos had another impressive year in '97. 
Only 20 years old, De Los Santos jumped to 
Double-A Norwich after being nearly unhittable at 
Class-A Tampa in his 10 starts, Unless his 


8V___ meteoric ascent exceeds all expectations, expect 
De Los Santos to spend a whole season at 
® Double-A Norwich this season 


BATS: Right THROWS: Right HEIGHT: 6° 2” WEIGH’ 
ACQUIRED: Yankees’ 11th round draft pick in June, 1995 draft. 


1997 CLUB w 
Tampa (A) 5 


DONZELL MCDONALD 


Einertson did such an effective job as a set-up 
reliever for Class-A Tampa, that the Yankees were 
impressed enough to assign him a spot on the 
40-man roster in the offseason, In addition to 
allowing only 65 hits in 71 innings, Einertson also 


SV commanded an impressive strieout-to-walk ratio 


6 of 55 to 19, 


BATS: Switch THROWS: Right HEIGHT: 5’ 11” WEIGHT: 165 Ibs. AGE: 23 years old 


ACQUIRED: Yankees’ 22nd round draft pick in the June, 1995 draft. 


Speedster Donzell McDonald may have missed 
some time due to an injury, but he stil showed 
ton of promise at the top ofthe order. McDonald's 


0) UME Te yh D speed is his most valuable asset and he's 
working on making more contact with the ball 
1997 clus ANG. AB 4 HR ‘Fol 88__yis 296 average was an improvement, and 
ff} ‘Tampa (A) 296 297 88 3 3 39 McDonald hopes it continues to rise at the next 
level. 


Last A @ Pgittal Seti bted cb 
TAMPA YANKEES 


LEGENDS FIELD 

1 STEINBRENNER DRIVE 
Tampa, FL 33614 
813/875-7753 


1997 RECORD: 70-66 
| ; 1997 FINISH: FOURTH IN 
H } WESTERN DIVISION 


a 


LEE MAZZILLI 
1998 Manager 
lhe second season of Tampa Yankees baseball playotfs but the won-loss 
at Legends Field was every bit as interesting as column is not always a true 


the first. The Hideki Irabu circus came to town, indicator of a minor-league 
culminating in a bench-clearing brawi between Tampa team's progress. 
and St. Petersburg (Devil Rays), First-year manager Lee 


Mazzili said his team had 
many highlights. 


As always, injured major leaguers rehabilitated in 
Tampa; Darryl Strawberry and Tim Raines graced the 
foster. The players particularly loved it when “Rock” 
Raines was around as he talked baseball and more 
importantly, bought the pizza. 

For the first time since relocating from Fort 


competitive club.” 


“The pros outweighed the cons 10 to 1,” Mazzilli 
said. “We developed guys, we won and we had a 


Tampa players developed as evidenced by the 


higher levels in the organization. 

Tampa did its share of winning, 
though most of it was in the first half 
when it finished one game behind 
first-place St. Petersburg, 

The Yankees remained 
competitive until the last week of the 
season even though injuries had 
taken their toll on the team, claiming 
leadoff hitter Donzell McDonald and 
shortstop D'Angelo Jiminez. 

Further elaborating on the 
Progress of his team, Mazzilli 
sounded like a proud father. 

“Talking baseball with them, 
watching them make mistakes, 
correcting them then seeing them 
not repeat their mistakes,” Mazzilli 
said. “That's a positive sign,” 

Mazzilli said the team was composed of a “great 
bunch of kids,” who were a delight to watch develop. 

I's great to see a guy like (second baseman) Vick 
Brown work hard and develop into a great everyday 
player,” Mazzilli said. Brown hit 292 with 42 RBI and 55 


Budding second baseman Vic 
Brown hit .292 with 42 RBI and 
55 SB to lead Tampa in '97. 


Lauderdale in 1994, the Yankees didn't make the promotions of pitchers Brett Schiomann and Ben Ford to _ stolen bases. 
, 
D’ANGELO JIMENEZ 
BATS: Switch + THROWS: Right HEIGHT: 6’ 0” WEIGHT: 160 Ibs. AGE: 20 years old Jimenez accomplished many of the 


ACQUIRED: Signed as free-agent on August 1, 1994. 


organization's goals in '97, cutting down his 
strikeout totals from 113 in ‘96 to 50 last year, 


Sankt (O” Ro pees Oo F and increasing his average by more than 50 
points. After some early season at-bats in the 
1997 CLUB NG 4 HR PBI _$8___FSL, Norwich could be the next stop for Jimenez 
Tampa 281 99 6 48 8 in'98, 
Nick JOHNSON 


BATS: Left THROWS: Left HEI 
ACQUIRED: Yankees’ 3rd round pick in 1996 draft. 


6' 3" WEIGHT: 195 Ibs. AGE: 19 years old 


After a stellar first year at rookie-league Gulf 
Coast in 96, Johnson moved on to full-season 
Greensboro with even more impressive results 


F >Re Sed B Su The Sacramento native made a strong push 
toward the upper tier of Yanks prospects with big 
so7clus ANG. AB 4 HR Ral_____$8_power numbers and surprising speed. 
Greensboro 273 433 118 18 76 16 
VICTOR VALENCIA 


The Venezuela native may not have hit for 
average in 97, but his improved power numbers 
have caught the attention of more than a few 
scouts. ‘98 will be a year to put the full package 
of tools together for this up-and-comer. 


BATS: Right THROWS: Right HEIGHT: 6’ 2”. WEIGHT: 185 Ibs. AGE: 20 years old 
ACQUIRED: Signed as free-agent on July 22, 1993. 


1997 CLUB ave. 8 4 HR Rat 8 
Tampa (A) 2 353 78 B Fry 2 


(GREENSBORO BATS 


excellent defensively and continued 
to improve both in the field and at the 
plate. Catcher Victor Valencia worked 
hard behind the plate and gained 
valuable experience with each game 
he caught. Greensboro’ pitching 
was strong in '97, as Craig Dingman 
emerged as the best closer in the 
league before being called up to 
Tampa, He saved 19 games, with 41 
strikeouts, and a paltry 1.91 ERA. In 
Dingman's absence, left-hander 
Ozzie Mairena and right-hander 


510 YANCEYVILLE STREET 
GREENSBORO, NC 27405 
910/333-2287 


1997 RECORD: 75-65 
1997 FINISH: FOURTH IN 
CENTRAL DIVISION 


he, Me 


Tom NIETO 
1998 Manager 


n horseshoes, “almosts” and coming close counts. The starting infield, which Omar Obando shared the closer's 
Unfortunately for the Greensboro Bats, almost doesn't was kept together for the role. The pitching staff also lost 
‘count for a whole lot in baseball. duration of the season, starter Luis De Los Santos to Double- 
The Bats were the first-half winners of the South consisted of six young men no A Norwich late in the season, 
Atlantic League's Central Division, but struggled in the older than 21. First baseman Julio Rangel, Jake Robbins and 
second half. However, Greensboro won its first two Nick Johnson (18), less thana © with 16 HRs, 73 RBI and 16 SB. Francisco DeLaCruz all did a good 
playoff rounds against Capitol City and Macon, and year out of high school, made job as starters for Greensboro and 
advanced to the finals. DelMarra, an affiliate of the rival his minor league debut in a big way. He committed only combined for 23 wins. 
Baltimore Orioles, sent the Bats to an early winter. 16 errors, hit 16 homers, and drove in 75 runs. On the Greensboro's ranks will undoubtedly lose players to 
Just like most minor league teams, the Bats were other corner of the infield, 20-year-old Donny Leon, a higher levels of the minors and gain players from the 
‘served by their youth, as a number of Greensboro's converted catcher, blasted 12 homers and 75 RBI. The lower levels, but the Bats should once again challenge 
players emerged as bona-fide prospects and future stars. middle infield of Rod Smith and Cristian Guzman was for the division title and league championship in '98. 
RICHARD BROWN 
BATS: Left THROWS: Left HEIGHT: 6 1” WEIGHT: 196 Ibs. AGE: 21 years old A speedy outfielder, Brown was great in the field 
ACQUIRED: Yankees’ 2nd round pick in the 1995 free agent draft. and at the plate. After a good, albeit short year at 
Tampa, he is ready for the next level and should 
Coan & gl PE AL D be a good addition to Greensboro this season. 
1997 CLUB = AVG. AB 4 HR RBI SB 
Tampa 367 Ky n oO 3 oO 
JASON COBLE 
BATS: Right THROWS: Left HEIGHT: 6’ 3” WEIGHT: 180 Ibs. AGE: 20 years old Coble logged a lot of innings as a starter last 
ACQUIRED: Yankees’ 2nd round pick in the 1996 free agent draft. season and struck out 99 batters. He should help 
bring some stability to a staff that will see a 
Rul Guu ORR number of comings and goings in ‘98. 
1997 CLUB we i ERA r 4 so sv 
ih rere | ] ] Greensboro 2 n 494 204 6 3 0 
tis 


JACKSON MELIAN 


BATS: Right THROWS: Right HEIGHT: 6’ 2” WEIGHT: 190 Ibs. AGE: 18 years old In his first professional season, Melian hit .263 


ACQUIRED: Signed as free-agent on July 2, 1996. and drove in 36 runs. He is still young, but if he 
continues to improve and perform the way he did 
OF Ob RP RLS. in '97, there's no telling where he'll end up by the 
end of ‘98. 
AVG. 48 4 HR RB $B 
- 263 213 56 3 % 9 
C1) 


Chast A & New| Vork-Panw|LeAouk 
ONEONTA YANKEES 


ONEONTA, NY 
607/432-1965 


1997 RECORD: 


SX 
? 
[TD 
Gary TUCK 
1998 Manager 


Tl 
1 baseball, as in lfe, there are no guarantees 
| Finishing the regular season with the best overall 
record and receiving the top seed in the playotis 
guarantees nothing. The Oneonta Yankees learned this 
lesson last year as they dropped a tough semi-final round 
seties to the wild-card Batavia Clippers. 

However, at the minor league level, championships are 
‘ot the ultimate measure of success. Development is just 
as important, if not more, than winning, and Oneonta’s 
minor leaguers developed in a major league way last 
season. 

Oneonta’s pitching was, in one word, excellent. Four of 


RYAN BRADLEY 


95 RIVER STREET 


1997 FINISH: FIRST IN 
PINCKNEY DIVISION 


13820 


49-25, 


Scott Wiggins was a 
valuable pare of the 


the Yankees’ five starters had 
ERAs among the top 10 in the 
league. Zach Day, the 19-year-old right-hander, led the 
team in wins with seven, and had an 2.15 ERA, the fourth 
highest on the team. Thanks to his fastball, he earned a 
spot on the New York-Penn League All-Star Team's first 
team. His rotation mates were no less impressive. Left- 
hander Randy Choate was 5-1 with a 1.73 ERA and 
allowed just 49 hits with 61 strikeouts in 62 innings 
pitched. Scott Wiggins and Jason Henry went 6-2 and 5- 
4, respectively, and both finished with a 2.56 ERA. The 
lowest ERA of the pitching staff (1.35) belonged to set-up 


with a 2.56 ERA. 


pitching staff, going 6-2 


man Ryan Bradley, and closer Dania! Mota 
led the league with 17 saves. 

Part of the credit for the team’s success 
can be claimed by the team's defense. The 
middle infield of shortstop Marc Mirizzi and 
second baseman Scott Kidd combined for 
only 34 errors in all 74 regular season 
games, and third baseman Allen Butler was 
one of the most improved players in the 
Yankees organization. Left-ielder John 
Darjean and right-fielder Orlando Carey, 
patrolled the outfield with exceptional speed 
and skill. 

While solid defense and pitching are 
necessary, you can't win games if you don't 
‘score runs, which is something the Yankees did well in 
'97. Kidd had team high RBI (45) and hit (74) totals, and 
finished second on the team with five home runs. First- 
baseman Matt Purkiss hit a team high six homers and 
drove in 41 runs, and Mirizzi and Butler drove in 33 and 
30 runs, respectively. Vernon Maxwell, Jeremy Morris, 
and Rene Pinto each added 22 or more RBI. 

‘Atew members of last year's team will inevitably be 
called up, but Oneonta certainly has the nucleus to 
challenge for the league ttle in '98. 


BATS: Left 


THROWS: Left HEIGHT: 6° 1" 


WEIGHT: 196 Ibs. AG! 


ACQUIRED: Yankees’ 2nd round pick in the 1995 free agent draft. 


1997 CLUB 


Bradley, a hard throwing right-hander, starred in 
middle relief for Oneonta last season. He struck 
‘out 22 batters in 26.2 IP. He should continue to 
shine for Oneonta in '98, but could be moved up 
a level mid-season. 


Oneonta 


RANDY CHOATE 


ACQUIRED: Yankees’ Sth round 


BATS: Right THROWS: Left HEIGHT: 6 3" WEIGHT: 180 Ibs. AGE: 20 years old 


pick in the 1997 draft. 


Pook T C H E R 
1997 CLUB Ww L ‘ERA iP 4 $0 
‘Oneonta 5 #! 1.73 62.1 49 61 
ZACH Day 


With a side-armed delivery, Choate went 5-1 and 
his 1.73 ERA led the league (for starting 
pitchers). After last season's emergence as a top 
pitcher, he is ready to help Oneonta reach the 
top again in ‘98. 


BATS: Right. THROWS: Right HEIGHT: 6° 4” WEIGHT: 185 lbs, AGE: 20 years old 


ACQUIRED: Yankees’ 5th round 


1997 CLUB 


pick in the 1996 draft. 


Day proved himself to be one of the best pitchers 
in the New York-Penn League last season as he 
went 7-2 with a 2.15 ERA. His live fastball earned 
him a spot on the league's all-star team and will 
help him be a force again in '98. 


0h NN 


Crass R @ GULF 


Coast LEAGUE 


ULF COAST YANKEES 


KEN DOMINGUEZ 
1998 Manager 


ven though the team record is almost irrelevant 
| talking about rookie ball, the Gulf Coast 

Yankees still had a strong season judging by even 
the harshest standards. Behind the leadership of 
manager Ken Dominguez, the Yankees won the Northern 
Division with @ 38-20 record, seven games ahead of the 
Detroit Tigers Gulf Coast entry. Although the season 
ended on a down note when the Mets took them 1-0 ina 
one-game playoff, the Yankees need not hang their 
heads about failing to repeat their 1996 championship. 
‘Not only did they once again produce a fine record, but 
Dominguez and his staff also helped develop some of the 


3102 N. Himes AVENUE 
Tampa, FL 33607 
813/875-7569 


1997 RecorRD: 40-20 
1997 FINISH: FIRST IN 
NORTHERN DIVISION 


more talented prospects in baseball 

Rookie ball historically finds most players having 
trouble adjusting to the rigors of pro ball (i.e. using 
‘wooden bats), but an unusually large amount of Yankees 
didn't have to go through such growing pains. 

In addition to boasting of the talents of 16-year-old 
phenom Jackson Melian, who lived up to his advanced 
billing, the Yankees also received impressive 
performances from outfielders Marcus Thames, John 
Rodriguez and Dion Washington. Thames led the 
Yankees in batting average (.344), runs (51), home runs 
(seven) and RBI (36, tied with Melian) while Washington 


ERICK ALMONTE 


also showed 

he had a Jackson Melian started his 
strong all- climb through the system 
around game, with 36 RBI for Gulf Coast. 
Meanwhile, 


Bronx native Rodriguez furthered his dream of one day 
playing at Yankee Stacium by batting above 207 with 
three homers and 23 RBI. 

On the mound, there was no shortage of talented 
aims as right-handers Jeremy Blevins (5-3, 2.43 ERA), 
Brian Reith (4-2, 2.86) and Geraldo Padua (8-0, 2.92) 
were very impressive, 


BATS: Left 


1997 CLUB 


THROWS: Left HEIGHT: 6' 1" WEIGHT: 196 Ibs. AGE: 21 years old 
ACQUIRED: Yankees’ 2nd round pick in the 1995 free agent draft. 


Its hard enough to make the transition to pro ball, 
but Erick Almonte had to do it while playing the 
“hot corner.” And you know what? He did all 

right. Almonte handled the defensive chores 
while contributing in the power department to 
make for an impressive pro debut. 


Gulf Coast (R) 


GERALDO PADUA 


1997 CLUB 


BATS: Right THROWS: Left HEIGHT: 6’ 3” WEIGHT: 180 lbs. AGE: 20 years old 
ACQUIRED: Yankees’ Sth round pick in the 1997 draft. 


Of all he pitchers who were impressive for 
Rookie Tampa, Geraldo Padua’s numbers stand 
‘out the most: eight wins, no losses, an ERA 
under three and 36 strikeouts to eight walks, 


Gulf Coast (A) a 


Marcus THAMES 


1997 CLUB 


BATS: Right THROWS: Right HEIGHT: 6’ 4” WEIGHT: 185 lbs. AGE: 20 years old 
ACQUIRED: Yankees’ Sth round pick in the 1996 draft. 


Was there anything that Marcus Thames didn't do 
last season? Let's see: he hit for average and 
power, showed @ decent amount of speed and 
handled the glove fairly well. After such an 
impressive debut, the only question that remains 
is how will he handle the jump up the pro ladder 


Gulf Coast (R) 


6 in 1998? 
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RONT OFFICE 


is. 


REGGIE JACKSON 


Special Advisor 
to the Principal Owner 
and General Partners 


a 


Brian SiH 


Director, 
Community Relations 


v 


‘Tracie RODBURG 
Fan Services Manager 


DAN CAHALANE 
Publications Assistant 


Mike Macaluso JoserH M. PERELLO FRANK SWAINE Ep WEAVER 
Vice President, Vice President, Vice President, Vice President 
Chief Financial Officer Business Development Ticket Operations 


Jor. Wrrre Harvey Winston Tim Woop 
Director, Direct 
Customer Relations Office 


Director, 


Publications and Multimedia 


H 


Jor SCHILLAN Kristin CosTeLLo Dove BrHAR Eten Hour 
Sponsorship Services Event Marketing Manager, 
Coordinator Coordinator Group & Season Ticket Sales 


and Special Events 


JEAN BURKE Jor McKEon Maxty Rorue STAN SKRYPEK 


Ticket Operations Ticket Operations Ticket Operations ‘Ticket Operations 
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NEw YORK 


b 


Ropert BRowN Jerr KLINE RICHARD CERRONE Sonny Hicut KEN SkryPEK 
Controller Executive Director, Director, Director, Director, 
Ticket Operations Media Relations and Publiciey Stadium Operations Tickets 


ARTHUR RICHMAN Jw Octe Kirk RANDAZZO Dovat. Martin Kara McGovern 
Senior Advisor, Director, Manager, Manager, Manager, 
Media Relations Yankee Alumni Association Stadium Operations Video and Broadcasts Publications 

Operations and Multimedia 


' fh 


JASON Zito Davip BERNSTEIN ANDREW BAHARLIAS Par McEvoy JosePH PULLIA 
Assistant Director, Assistant Director, Staff Counsel Assistant Director, Assistant Manager, 
Media Relations Customer Relations Publications Video and Broadcasting, 


Operations 


ED ANGELINO Marie Brock STEVE WIRSHING Frank Costa Tony MoRANTE 


Group and ‘Ticket Operations Ticket Operations Group and Stadium Tou 
Season Ticket Sales Season Ticket Sales 


Supervisor 
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NEw YORK 


AP 


ANDERSON McMAsTER Davi Houcx SiInLEY BEAUCHAMP Maritpa Mirakay 


Accounting Accounting Accounting Accounting Administrative Secretary, 
Media Relations and Publicity 


Desaie Nicotosi Mary PELLino LAURA FERNANDEZ Detrpre CREMIN MARIBEL BENITEZ, 


Administrative Secretary, Administrative Secretary, Administrative Secretary, Administrative Secretary, Administrative Secretary, 
Marketing Baseball Operations Executive Accounting Community Relations 


e “eh 
JoserHine GuLLO Sucre Feux ‘SEBASTIAN ROBERT ANNA VALERIOTI 
Administrative Secretary, Office Sevices Office Sevices Office Sevices 


Stadium Operations 
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FRONT OFFICE 


t id 
Puiuip A. MCNIFF NORM STALLINGS 
Executive Vice President 


JoHN SzPONAR Howarp Grosswikt MIKE FERRENTINO 


Director of Director of Marketing Director of Human Resources 
‘Community Relations 


KEITH CARANANTE Eppi£ ROBINSON MAX Marcutis Derrick Baio, CPA ‘Sveve ALVAREZ, 


Manager, Manager, Player Manager, Concessions Accounting Administrator Accounting Administrator! 
Information Systems Development Facilities Accounts Payable 


BRIAN RECESSO JOHN SIBAYAN MARK FERRAR CAMILLE GARNER Eric Sims 
Manager, Stadium Operations Video Coordinator Marketing Assistant Player Development, Facilities 
Information Systems! 
Player Development & 
Scouting 


Jackte WILLIAMS BARBARA MAHOVLICH LinpA CoTNEY DesoraH BARKLEY MIKE ANSOTEGUI 
Administrative Assistant, Administrative Assistant, Administrative Assistant, Administrative Assistant, Receptionist 
Player Development Receptionist Receptionist Receptionist 
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TAMPA 


Gary KANE ‘SIMON JASPERS ‘SAMMY ARENA Swaun CULLEY C. VANCE SMITH 


Director of Security, Director of Accounting ral Manager ~ Assistant General Manager Manager of Ticket Operations 
Tampa Yankees “Tampa Yankees 


NEWTON LINEBAUGH Davip Hays Mike Hurp Sawn PoweLt Marx Lrrr.erietp 


Accounting Administrator! Player Development Director of Grounds Strength and Conditioning Head Trainer- 
Payroll Equipment Manager Coach Player Development 
Operations 


> J 7 
pai TAs! 
"Tenry RoDINER Bripcerre REIDELRACH Kon Brantier JOANNE Nastat ‘Tomy LARSEN 
Secretary, Secretary, Secretary, Administrative Assistant, Administrative Assistant, 
George M, Steinbrenner, II] Phil MeNiff Mike Ferrentino Receptionist Scouting 


RuseN Di Dean HOLBERT 
Maintenance Supervisor of Maintenance 
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BEHIND THE SCENES 


sa as 
Dr. Stuart HERSHON Gene MONAHAN Sreve DONOHUE Jerr MANGOLD: CHaruis Wonsowicz, 
Team Physician Head Trainer Assistant Trainer ‘Strength and Conditioning Coach- Video Coordinator 


Major League 


~ 
{af 
ncae 


2 


Ros Cucuzza Lou Cucuzza, JR. Lou Cucuzza, SR. Eppie Layron 
Yankees Clubhouse Attendant —_Visitors Clubhouse Attendant —_Visitors Clubhouse Attendant Organist Public Address Announcer 


Steve CRANDALL Lou Rocco Mark ZETTLEMEYER Ricuarp Krarr Sreve Grecory 


‘Team Photographer Assistant Team Photographer Director of Spring Training. Director of Spring Training Umpires Locker Room 
Attendant 


NF | 


Bos WILKINSON Dante CUNNINGHAM MIKE BorzELLo 
Stadium Superintendant Head Groundskeeper Batting Practice Pitcher 
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BROADCASTERS 


JIM KAAT 


Ahighly respected and 
knowledgeable analyst, Jim Kat 
begins his fourth year calling 
games for MSG. As a player, 
Kaat won 16 consecutive 

Golden Gloves, but as. a 
broadbaster Hes just plain golden. Last year, he 
was both a color analyst and play-by-play 
announcer, as he split the two duties with partner 
Ken Singleton. He has established himself as MSG's 
fesident expert on baseball and has garnered 
critical acclaim for his work, His jobs in the 
‘broadcast booth have ranged from the chief analyst 
on ESPN's Baseball Tonight, to calling games for 
CBS-TV, ABC Sports, The Baseball Network, WPIX- 
TV (1986), WTBS (Atlanta, 1987) and WCCO. 
(Minnesota, 1988-93), 


KEN SINGLETON 


Alter a successful debut season 
as both a play-by-play 
announcer and color analyst, 
Ken Singleton is back for his 
second year on MSG, He came 
to the Yankees from “North of 
the Border’ where he called games for the Montreal 
Expos on both The Sports Network (1985-86), and 
CIQC, the Expos flagship radio network for six 
years. In 1996, Singleton worked as the lead analyst 
for Fox Sports’ Saturday afternoon broadcasts. With 
a deep baritone and expert insight, Singleton has 
Quickly proven to be an important part of MSG's 
broadcast team. 


SUZYN WALDMAN 


For every year since 1987, 
Suzyn Waldman has been 
covering the Yankees. Whether 
working as a beat writer, radio 
host or part of the MSG 
broadcast team, her in-depth 
analysis and informative inlerviews keep the fans in- 
touch with the inner-workings of he team. She was 
the first woman to broadcast a nationally televised 
game when she called the Yankees/Rangers game 
for The Baseball Network in 1995. Waldman will 
provide middle inning coverage as a color analyst in 
select games for both MSG and WPIX this season. 


ARMANDO TALAVERA 


Talavera is the color 
‘commentator for the Spanish 
broadcasts and has been 


calling games since the 1975 
World Series. He has also 
covered such events as the 

NBA Finals, the Super Bow, Major League Soccer 

games and the Spanish World Cup. 


AL TRAUTWIG 


One of television's most versatile 
announcers, Al Trautwig 
embarks on his 10th season as 
part of MSG's pre and post- 
game team. In his 19 years as a 
broadcaster, he has covered 
everything from World Cup, professional and 
college soccer to tennis, golf and the Olympics 
Trautwig won two New York Emmy Awards for “On- 
Camera Achievement” in 1995 and 1996. He hosts 
the “AT&T Yankees Scorecard” and the "Tri-State 
Post-Game Shaw.” He also works on Rangers, 
Knicks and Jels broadcasts, and will be the play-by- 
play voice of the Yankees during the middle innings, 


JOHN STERLING 


itis high. Its far. Itis..gone!” 
John Sterling's distinctive call 
will be heard over WABC Radio 
for the 10th straight year, and 
the seventh paired with Michael 
Kay. He called Braves and 
Hawks games in Atlanta on WTBS, and has 
broadcasted Islanders and Nets games as well 
Sterling, who began his broadcasting career as a 
teenager in upstate New York, is an iron-man of the 
broadcast booth and is currently in the middle of his 
own ‘Ripken-esque” on-air streak; he has not 
missed a game since the fall of 1981 
worked for the Atlanta Hawks. 


TOMMY JOHN 


The man who enjoyed two stints 
with the Yankees as a pitcher 
(1979-82 and '86~89), is back in 
the Bronx as part of WPIX's 
broadcast team. John 

announced Minnesota Twins 
games stom 191-96 and coached high school 
baseball in Florida. The former pitcher will be 
reunited with his Yankee teammate Bobby Murcer 
for 50 games on WPIX in 1998 


ROBERTO CLEMENTE, JR. 


| In is second year as a 
broadcaster, the son of Hal of 
Famer Roberto Clemente brings 
his first-hand knowledge and 
experience from his baseball 
background to the broadcasts. 


<a) 


BOBBY MURCER 


Former Yankees outfielder 
Bobby Murcer will bring his vast 
insight to both MSG and WPIX 
broadeasts in his 10th season 
as a color analyst. He joined the 
broadcast booth after his 

retirement in 1983 and, except for a one-year stint 


as assistant General Manager for the Yankees, his 
slight southern drawl has been a popular fixture 
ever since. Murcer has called games on 
SportsChannel New York, MSG and WPIX, and was 
a broadcast partner of the legendary Phil Rizzuto. In 
1989, the frst year MSG carried Yankees games, 
Murcer was the first color commentator to call 
games on the network. 


MICHAEL KAY 


The man who grew up in the 
shadow of Yankee Stadium 
begins his seventh season 
calling Yankees games on the 
radio with John Sterling on 
WABC Radio and his ninth as a 
part of MSG's post-game broadcast team. His 
insight and perspective were honed during his five 
years as a Yankees! beat writer for both the New 
York Post and the Daily News. A regular contributor 
to Yankees Magazine, Kay began his association 


with MSG in 1990 as a post-game clubhouse 
reporter. He is a fan favorite and captures all the 
excitement and energy the Stadium has to offer. Kay 
is also a color analyst for the New York Knicks 


For the first time, listen to Yankees 
games on the web at 
www.yankees.com, courtesy of 


w 


Tees 


uleast Network on the 


BETO VILLA 


A native of Caracas, Venezuela, 
Villa brings his vast knowledge 
of statistics to his role as play- 


by-play announcer of the 
broadcasting trio, He has also 
worked as a co-producer and 
announcer for CBS Radio 
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SPECIAL Days 


CELEBRITY SOFTBALL BAT DAY OLD TIMER'S DAY 
DATE PROMOTION SPONSOR Eucipiuiry 
April 11 Calendar Weekend White Rose Food All Fans 
April 12 Calendar Weekend White Rose Food All Fans 
April 15 Magnetic Schedule Day Bell Atlantic Mobile All Fans 
April 18 75th Anniversary Cap Day aadidas/Footlocker All Fans 
April 19 75th Anniversary Key Ring Day Chase Manhattan Bank All Fans 
May 15 Umbrella Night ‘Anheuser-Busch Fans 21 & Over 
May 16 Athletic Sock Day Footlocker All Fans 
May 17 Beanie Babies Day-"Valentino” Haagen Dazs Fans 14 & Under 
May 20 Travel Mug Night Bell Atlantic Mobile Fans 21 & Over 
May 30 75th Anniversary Replica Press Pin Day .. . .Balfour/Tharpe Co. All Fans 
May 30 Hollywood All-Star Game All Fans 
May 31 Cap Day Dime Savings Bank All Fans 
June 3 Travel Bag Night Bell Atiantic Mobile Fans 21 & Over 
June 6 Water Bottle Day Deer Park Spring Water All Fans 
June 7 Bat Day Emigrant Savings Bank Fans 14 & Under 
June 13 Batting Helmet Bank Day Fleet Bank Fans 14 & Under 
June 14 1928 World Series Replica Pin Day Chase Manhattan Bank AN Fans 
July 4 Yankees Tankard Day Anheuser-Busch Fans 21 & Over 
July 5 Cap Day Snapple All Fans 
July 22 Yankees Bandana Day Model's Fans 14 & Under 
July 25 (Old Timer’s Day ‘Sheraton Hotels/Fleet Bank All Fans. 
duly 26 Pennant Day adidas/Footlocker All Fans 
August 8 Commuter Cup Day HOP Fans 21 & Over 
August 9 Beanie Babies Day-"Stretch” New York Yankees Fans 14 & Under 
August 12 Pad & Pen Set Day Bell Atlantic Mobile Al Fans 
August 15 1958 World Series Replica Pin Day (Chase Manhattan Bank Al Fans 
August 16 Zoob Toy Day Primordial Fans 14 & Under 
August 29 Back To School Day Model's Fans 14 & Under 
‘August 30 Yankees Photo Frame Day Kodak Fans 14 & Under 
September 12 . . Sunglasses Day Bell Atlantic Mobile All Fans. 
September 13 . . Tote Bag Day adidas/Modell's . All Fans. 
September 26 . . 1977 World Series Replica Pin Night Chase Manhattan Bank All Fans 
September 27 . . Fan Appreciation Day The New York Times All Fans 
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ANKEE STADIUM 


\ &¢ we 


Gift Shops Souvenirs 


‘To Manhattan eam ‘ To Westchester 
& New Jersey Perea & Comecticut a SSheome Carer 


ANDERSON 


Yankee Stadium is located at 161st St. and River Avenue in the 
Bronx. 


NORTHBOUND I-87: Exit 4 (149th St) or Exit 5 (155th St.) 
SOUTHBOUND I-87: Exit 6 (161th St.) 
Macombs To Westchester 


1. East 161st St — Jerome Ave. & Macombs Dam Bridge 10. East 153rd St. at River Ave. 


3. Jerome Ave. East 164 St. & East 162nd St. 11. River Ave. — East 151st & East 150th 
5. River Ave. — East 158th St. & East 157th St." 12. River Ave. — East 151st & East 150th 
6. East 157th St.— River Ave. & Gerard Ave.” 13. Exterior St. at Market Area 
ST. 7. River Ave. - East 157th St. & 153rd St" 15. River Ave. —E. 164th & E. 165th (Bus Lot) 
8. River Ave. at 71 E. 153rd Stl “Valet Parking Available 
9. River Ave. at East 15ist St. ElHandicapped Parking Available 


The Yankee Stadium subway stop is located right outside the Stadium at the corner of 
161st St. and River Ave. The Stadium is conveniently reached by several subway lines 
and a trip from midtown Manhattan takes less than 25 minutes. The #4 train (east side), 
as well as the B (weekdays only) and D trains (west side) make stops at 161st St/ 
Yankee Stadium. Metro North train service to Connecticut and Westchester County is 
available at the 125th St. subway stop. 


Several New York City Transit Authority Bus Lines provide convenient service to 
Yankee Stadium. The BX 6, BX 13 and BX 55 buses stop at 161st St/Yankee Stadium. 
Aliso, the BX 1 bus stops at 161st St/Grand Concourse, a short walk from the Stadium. 

If you or your group travels to Yankee Stadium in a private bus, parking is located at 
164th and 165th Streets and River Ave. Police will direct you to that area. The fee is 

TeX | S15, cash only upon arrival. 

Brooklyn, For more information on subway and bus transportation to Yankee Stadium, contact 
Staten Island the NYC Transit Authority at 718 330-1234, 6am-9pm. 

& Long Island 


TT 


GERARD. 
LT BES 
WALTON 


You can take the ferry from Manhattan or New Jersey to Yankee Stadium. Limited 
service. For information and schedule call 1-800-53-FERRY. 


i i a 
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@ Bottles and cans. 1 Monument Park H 
‘A New York Gity ordinance prohibits fans from bringing cans, Contains historic Stadium seating 
bottles (glass or past) jugs, coolers or hard containers of monuments and plaques 
any kind info the stacium. This sa salty measure to protect dedicated to former Yankee 
fans as well as team and stadium personnel. these lems greats such as Gabe Auth, 


Tier Reserved 


are found to be in your possession prior to entering the ‘Lou Gehrig, Mickey Mantie and 
stadium, Yankee Security Personnel will ask you to dispose _—Mller Huggins. Park is open from 
‘ofthe item(s) to your car. Once you enter the Stadium, the time the gates open until 45 
‘canned or bottled goods will be confiscated and disposed of, minutes prior to the game. Access 
‘and coolers, jugs, et. will be checked at the gate to be via staircase at end ofthe aisles 
picked up as you leave the Stadium. between the Field and Main level seats, 


Section 36. 


Banners and signs 
‘The following rules apply to the display of these toms: 
41. They may not be hung in fair territory or any part of the 
playing field or as to obstruct the view of fans or Stadium 
signagy 
2. They may only be held up in, or paraded through, the 
{general seating area between innings. 
{3 The use of weights of any kind to keep a 
banner or sign in place is strictly pron 


TE ay br cr i oe 
intpnyr men oyna on - 1 Message and animation board 


'52' by 32’ game- in-progress 
board contains 11,200 bulbs. 


W Scoreboard message requests 
Call (718) 293-4300 ext. 312 
{for more information, 


1G Mitsubishi DiamondVision 
33' by 26' instant replay board 


CHAS MORRIS 
1905 NEW YORK YANKEES 


Escalators at 
Gates 2,486 


Fantasy Play-By-Play 

PSS EST sons ao You $0 and have it recorded 

‘on VHS or audio tape. Section 15, Loge Level. 
ean In-house extension 524. 
jomer Service Booths 

‘ Baseball Card Photo Booth 

Pedestrian Mall erm egy Ling boon Fans can have a personal, repli atacebll er 

nooner] Joo caer emmsce Sima Stn snorn totaal oom as 

‘Game and Reservation windows can if Hall of Fame Suites WAutiomatic Teller Machines 


Club Level 
@ Stadium Club ‘be found in Mall area. oleae 16, 20, 21, 25, & 34, ‘Section 9 and Section 20, Field Level. See [] 
Section 12, Field Level 1M Designated Driver Booth nts etades Pasty foci WFirst Aid 
Yankee Club In return for promising responsibility Section 31, Loge Level Section 2, Field Level and Section 15, Main Level. See| 
Club Level forthe safe and sober transportation S jie 
sees 0b thei group from the Stadium, i Luxury Sui ‘Sections specifically designated 
Pinstripe Pub iGretjetrantwin feceive coupons for Club Level for wheelchair seating are: 
Section fy Fisk Head free sodas during the game at which MJ Main Gift Shops. Field Level, K Rows Boxes 1 - 12 
‘Boiler Stack they enroll. Designated Drivers must Sections 24 & 25, Field Level Main Sections 2, 7, 8, 10 and 
4120-4oot-high boiler stack painted be 21 years of age and have a valid _ Non-Alcohol Section Handicapped elevators Sections 15 and 22. 
to look like Babe Ruth's bat. \.D. Section 4, Field Level. See [a] Sections 29, 31, 33, 35, Loge Level; | TV monitors are equipped in Main Sections 2, 7, 8 and 10. 
Resened 


Section 9, Tier 
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TICKET INFORMATION 


SEASON TICKETS INDIVIDUAL GAME ORDERS TICKET PRICES 
Eight ticket plans available, ranging from 13 games _Tickets can be purchased at the following locations: Championship Seats (Field & Loge)... $45.00 
to. 81 games, Season ticket holder options include: * Yankee Stadium Advance Ticket Window, FULL SEASON ONLY 
prepaid parking, restaurant membership and post- Monday-Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Championship Seats (Main Boxes) ..... .. $35.00 
season tickets. Sunday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. FULL SEASON ONLY 

* Yankees Clubhouse Stores- two Manhattan Field, Main and Loge Box (limited) ..... . . $25.00 

‘ROUP SALES locations:110 East 59th St. (bet. Lexington and Main & Loge Boxes (outfield) - 
s Park Ave.); 393 Fifth Avenue (bet. 36th and Main Reserved (infield, limited) 
Receive two bonus tickets per each 25 paid tickets 37th Streets.); and in Westchester County at Tl BONES | pe2.2dscpa tales 
for any one game order. (Exception: Opening Day, The Galleria, 100 Main St., White Plains, NY. Main Reserved (outfield) ... ‘ 
Senior Citizens tickets and Bleacher tickets), «All TicketMaster locations. Tier Reserved ......0cccccees $12.00 
Bleachers ..,.. $7.00 (unreserved seats) 

Spetiel Group Discount Dates Jo charge tickets by phone, Senior Citizens... .$ 2.00 (sold day of game only) 
Student-Teacher Dates ..... April 15,18, May 16 all TicketMaster al (212) 307-1212. 
Soouls Day... ; April ig BY Fax: (718) 299-4841 (credit card orders only) 
litle League ..... May 17 By mal Specify game date(s) and number of tickets 
Camp Days... ss +--+. -svs duly 22, August 12 ordered. Enclose a check or money order payable to 

the New York Yankees. 
For more information on purchasing Group or Add $2.00 to total order for postage and handling. 
Season Tickets, call (718) 293-6013 or e-mail Send to: Mail Order Dept, Yankees Ticket Office, 
{grouptix@yankees.com Yankee Stadium, Bronx, NY 10451, 

APRIL May 


SEPTEMBER 


a a a a a) & 


735 | [7:95] [7:35 0) [4:05 

Ka [2 7% 
ews ‘ANA || ANA || ANA || SEA TEX ANA || ANA || ANA 
L135, 10:05 14} | 10:35 n4} | 10:05 nt] | 10:05 w} laos _u 795 m) {7-95 u) [7-95 wW) 

| 

‘ALL GAME TIMES ARE NEW YORK TIME, a 
DATES AND TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE = M-MSG W-WPIX E-ESPN F-FOX Ee OLR 
‘TICKET OFFICE - 718-293-6000 Home || away | SC - SENIOR CITIZENS DAY 


GROUP AND SEASON SALES - 718-299-6013 (OT -OLD TIMER'S DAY 


@: 


(YES | want to get a 1 year subscription to 
Yankees Magazine (12 issues) for $27.97 and 
a FREE 75th Anniversary Cap. 


CYES | want to get a 2 year subscription to 
Yankees Magazine (24 issues) for $49.97 
and a FREE 75th Anniversary Cap. 


(1 Check or money order enclosed CO Please bill me 


Charge my: O Visa Cl MasterCard 

Number Bap, Dale ath, Signature 
Tame 

ares a 

oy Sate tp 


POBox 10577/RWvarton, NJ 08076-8577 


Offer valid through 6/30/98 only in the U.S. Yankees Magazine is $60.00 ayear by single copy. Your first issue will arrive in 4 


+8 weeks, 


aseuce Ill 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 


FIRSTCLASS MAIL PERMITNO.62___ BRONX, NY 
POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


¢ MAGAZINE 


Yankee Stadium 
Bronx, New York 10451 


NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 


IN THE 
UNITED STATES 


PURE EXCITEMENT IN THE STANDS 


REFRESH 
ey, 


FOR THE FANS 


~~ 
PURE REFRESHMENT FOR THE FANS 


WHO'S THE BRIGHTEST OF THEM ALR: 


HITACHI 
ULTRAVISION. 


Thanks to Hitachi’s exclusive 
new Super Bright Lens 
technology, the world’s 
brightest large screen TV 
picture belongs to Hitachi 
UltraVision. So does the 
ultimate in picture clarity 
with another exclusive, 
Magic Focus, the world’s 
first and only automatic 
convergence adjustment 
feature. Hitachi's dramatic 
new projection tube 
technology, together with 
the Super Bright Lens System, 
improves UltraVision’s 
brightness and sharpness 
by more than 30%, while 
its 3DYC Digital Comb Filter 
takes filter technology to 
another level in providing 
cleaner, more detailed 
images. Then there’s Dolby 
Pro Logic sound with twin 
built-in center channel 
speakers for audio as 
dramatic as the UltraVision 
picture. So who's the 
brightest of them all? The 
—— person who chooses Hitachi 
UltraVision, the best large 
screen TV in the world. 


For more information, visit our website at www. hitachi.com or call 1-800-HITACHI. | ] I VX @ H | 


HW MbcbNengeoaae A TOTALLY NEW VISION 


